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In the following Pages, to avoid circumlo- 


cution, Mr. Fox is treated as the Author 
of the Speech, publiſhed in his Name, 
and which he has not diſavowed. 


| * HEN a man of the green abilities, 
: t 


e Nation, deli- 


. 


See Mr. Fox's Speech, p. 4. 


B ſiniſter 
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ſiniſter purpoſe of their own; and of the 
confidence of his . whoſe dignity 
they will have degraded, by making him 
the vehicle of falſehood. 


Mr. Fox firſt obſerves, © that the great 
% predominent feature of the Speech is, 
that it is an intolerable calumny on the 
people of Great-Britain.““ But as no d 
blame whatever, 1s caſt upon the people of x 
Great-Britain collectively, in the Speech, 
and therefore it is impoſſible they can be 
calumniated in it: whether the blame 
which is caſt upon certain ind. widuals, is a 
calumny, or founded in juſtice, I ſhall pre- 6 
ſently have occaſion to enquire; wy as 
1 Mr. F— proof of the calumny, muſt de- 
* pend upon that of the falſbood of the Speech, 
I ſhall give it no ſeparate examination. 


The next aſſertion, ſays Mr. F., (though it 
is the rt he has noticed) is, © that there 
* exilts at this moment an inſurrection in 
* this kingdom.” At this he expreſſes 
great aſtom{ſhment ; though, to make the 
wonder, he alters the words of the Speech ; 
which are, that the ſpirit of tumult and 
« diſorder has ſhewn itſelf in acts of riot 
* and inſurrection.” He however, takes 
upon himſelf to ſay, that it is not the no- 


* See Mr. Fox's Speech, p. 5. ; 
toriety 


1 
toriety © of the inſurrections which pre- 
« vents them,” (the Gentlemen who had 
moved and ſeconded the Addreſs) from 
«* communicating to us the particulars, but 
“ their non-exiſtence.*” In the next page, 
however, he owns, © I have heard of a 
« tumult at Shields---of another at Leith; 
© of ſome riot at Yarmouth; and of ſome- 
thing of the ſame nature at Perth and 
% Dundee.t” Were not theſe, acts of riot 
and inſurrection ? And did they not ſhew 
the ſpirit of tumult and diforder ? If ſo, 
the aſſertion of the Speech is true, by Mr. 
F---x's own confeſſion. 


But, ſays he, © the Speech goes on in the 
* ſame ſtrain of calumny and falſhood,f” 
and fays---the induſtry employed “to 
< excite diſcontent on various pretexts, and 
in different parts of the kingdom, has 
* appeared to proceed from a deſign to 
* attempt the deſtruction of our happy 
** Conſtitution, and the ſubverſion of all 
order and government.” ] deſire Gen- 
tlemen to conſider theſe words, and I 
* demand of their honor and truth, if they 
believe this aſſertion to be founded in 


* See Mr. Fox's Speech, p. 5, 
+ Ditto, p. 6. , FOE 


＋ Ditto, p. 5. 8 
B 2 6 fact“. 
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* fact“. There have been, as I underſtand, 
and as every one muſt have heard, ſome 
* flight riots in different parts; but I aſk 
them, were not the various pretexts of 
* theſe different tumults falſe, and uſed 
only to cover an attempt to deſtroy our 
* happy Conſtitution? Is there a man in 
* England who believes this inſinuation 
to be true?“ To this I anſwer, that the 
King's Speech does not ſay, that the pre- 
texts upon which theſe riots aroſe were 
falſe ; but, that the induſtry employed to 
excite diſcontent in different parts, and on 
Various occaſions, manifeſted a deſign to 
|| __ _overtura the Conſtitution. The greater 
i part of the inſurrections which Hiſtory 
mentions, as having occaſioned the ruin of 
various Governments, aroſe from real 
grievances; and the inſurgents had at firſt, 
no other object than to obtain redreſs. 
They have ſcarce ever originated in an 
avowed, and very rarely in a fecret deſign 
of deſtroying the Conſtitution of the State. 
But men ance engaged from any cauſe, in 
oppoſition to lawful authority, acquire 
confidence from numbers, and violence 
from impunity. The contagion of example 
catches the thoughtleſs and the weak. The 
timid are terrified, and the ignorant are de- 
lJuded into crimes, while artful and factious 


* Sce Mr, Fox's Speech, p. 6. 


men 
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men become the arbiters of the paſſions of 
the multitude, inflame them with deſigns 
which they never would have conceived, 
and inſtigate them to actions, of which 
they cannot foreſee the conſequence. I 
do not therefore think the Miniſtry blame- 
able, if they conſidered theſe tumults as 
dangerous, and took thoſe meaſures to 
reſtore the public tranquillity, which the 

Law allows in caſes of Inſurrection. | 


Says Mr. F., © when I firſt heard that 
the Militia were called out, I felt more 
* anxiety and conſternation, than ever poſ- 
ſeſſed my mind. I thought, that certainly 
c they had heard of ſome actual inſurrec- 
_ * tion, or impending invaſion“. But when 
«I heard that the troops were aſſembling 
round London, I pronounced it in my 
* own mind to be a fraud, and Ipronounce 
*1t here to be ſo.” The reaſon he gives 
for this is, „that I have friends in and 
about London as intelligent, as vigilant, 
and as much intereſted in the tranquillity 
of the Metropolis, as the Right Hon. Ma- 
*giſtrate (the Lord Mayor), and I was 
* confident that an inſurrection could not 
actually exiſt in London, without being 
known.“ When a fraud is charged, it is 
natural to enquire what purpoſe chat fraud 


See Mr, Fox's Speech, p. 13+ 
| Can 
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can anſwer? The effect of a detected fraud 
would undoubtedly be to expoſe its Au- 
thors to contempt and deteſtation. The 
hazard of detection muſt therefore be 
placed againſt any expected advantage. 
What then had the Miniſtry to gain, 1 5 
terrifying the Nation with a phantom of 
imaginary danger? Was it popularity? 
They were before highly popular, and 
were not likely to become leſs ſo, While, 
under their management, the Commerce 
of this Country was extended, its Agricul- 
ture re its Revenues increaſed, and 
its Reſources augmented; while Taxation 
was alleviated, and the National Debt di- 
miniſhed. Is it likely that they would 
abandon theſe ſolid grounds of confidence, 
ſor the reſources of a fraud? Or was it 
for the purpoſe of diſcrediting their op- 
ponents? They muſt have foreſeen, that 
thoſe opponents would either diſappoint 
their ſcheme by concurring in the alarm, 
or would exert their utmoſt efforts to de- 
tect and to expoſe the impoſture. In this 
detection they could not have failed of 
ſucceſs, had the Miniſtry been really 
guilty of a fraud. | | 


If, then, no ſolid reaſon can be aſſigned, 
why the Mimitry ſhould ſpread a falſe 
alarm 


ESE] 


arm through the Nation, we ſhall be in- 

lined to believe, upon reaſonable evi- 
dence, that the alarm was well founded. 

Every man's underſtanding muſt point out 

many motives which might render it im- 

roper for the Miniſters to diſcloſe all they 

new upon this ſubje& : there can be 
none, why a man undiſtinguiſhed by Mi- 
niſterial confidence, and unfettered b 
official ſecrecy, ſhould not ſtate his opi- 
nion fully. 


There had long exiſted among us a ſect 
of Philoſophical Reformers, who, havin 
no reverence for authority, and no regard 
to experience, were deſirous of regulating 
the World, according to certain theories 
of their own ; theories indeed ſo various, 
that no two of them ever agreed entirely: 
but as the . eſtabliſhments ſtood in 
the way of all, they united in expoſing 
their abuſes, and exaggerating their de- 
fects. Theſe efforts ſometimes ſuggeſted 
uſeful ideas, and were productive of little 
viſible miſchief, while | es were confined 
to controverſies, in which only perſons of 
education and leiſure took a part. But, 
when by the aſtoniſhing events of the 
French Revolution, theſe Reformers were 
gratified in the complete overthrow of 
every eſtabliſhment, which they had long 

| 00 


1 


ſtigmatized by the names of © Prejudice and 


Oppreſſion, they began to extend their 


views to a ſimilar deſtruction here. For 


this purpoſe, amidſt the moſt extravagant 
eulogiums upon that Revolution, they 


mingled no obſcure hints of their wiſhes 


for a like change in this country, and ani- 
ava declarations of the favourableneſs 
of theſe times to all exertions, in what 
they called, the cauſe of Liberty. They 
formed ſocieties, which eſtabliſhed a cor- 


reſpondence with thoſe in France; and 


finding their writings produced little effect 
upon the enlightened part of the public, 
they began to addreſs themſelves chiefly 
to 815 , whoſe ignorance made them liable 
to deluſion, and whoſe low ſituations in- 
clined them to difcontent © 


© The attention of the Engliſh Nation, was 
ſtrongly attracted by that wonderful ſcene 
which preſented itſelf in France, and all 


were heartily. inclined to ſympathize in 


the exultation of the French, at the reco- 
very of their ny - While few were ſuf- 
ficiently acquainted with the events of the 
Revolution, to appreciate juſtly the li- 


berty they had gained. They were in- 


clined to imbibe the opinions of thoſe, 
whoſe cauſe they favoured ; and but for 
ſome acts of ferocity, too atrocious to be 


| Palliated, and too notorious to be con- 


Cealed, 
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cealed, the enthuſiaſm would perhaps have 
become general. Theſe acts occaſioned a 
ſpirited controverſy in England, upon the 
general mexits of the Revolution; ſup- 
ported on both ſides with no common 
ability, but in which, the writers in favor 
of the French were moſt numerous, and 
were much the moſt zealouſly counte- 
nanced and encouraged by their partizans. 
The French, who at all times have been 
adepts in intrigue, and who were now 
filled with a fanatical zeal for the propoga- 
tion of their opinions, warmly applauded 
and eagerly ſupported eve effort to ex- 
tend them. The freedom of diſcuſſion, ſo 
fully admitted in England, they thought 
might be made the means of undermining 
the Government. They perhaps remem- 
bered Dean Swift's declaration, that if 
fair playwas given him, he could write down 
any Adminiſtration in ſix weeks.” Innu- 
merable pens have been employed againſt 
our Government for three years, 5 cer- 

tainly have had fair play allowed them- 
But when after the retreat of the Duke of 
Brunſwick, the French had in a ſhort time 
annexed Savoy to their own Republic, had 
overrun the Netherlands, and penetrated 
the Empire, they no longer diſguiſed their 
reſolution to propagate their principles by 
force of arms. Having by a ſolemn decree 
on the 19th of November, invited all Nati- 
C ons 


( 10 ) 


ons to accept of their protection againſt 
their own exiſting Governments, they de- 
termined to carry this friendly declaration 
into effect with regard to Holland and 
England, knowing, from the ſtrict alliance 
between the two Governments, that the 
one could not be attacked, without pro- 
voking the reſentment of the other. For 
this purpoſe they encouraged, or perhaps 
dictated by their agents, ſuch addreſſes 
from Britiſh ſubjects, as repreſented their 
country groaning under oppreſhon, and 
deſirous of Liberty*. The Preſident 2 

= | the 


An oppreſſed part of mankind, forgetting their own 
+ evils, are ſenſible only of yours; and beholding the 
*« preſent events with a diſturbed eye, addreſs their moſt 
„ fervent prayers to the God of the Univerſe, that he 
may be favourable to your cauſe, with which theirs is 
ſo intimately united. Degraded by an oppreſſive ſyſ- 
e tem of Inquiſiton, the inſenſible, but continual en- 
_*. croachments of which, quickly deprived this Nation of 
its boaſted Liberty, and reduced it, almoſt, to that abject 
„ {tate of Slavery, from which you have ſo gloriouſly 
„ emancipated yourſelves; 5000 Engliſh Citizens, fired 
* with indignation, have the courage to ſtep forward to 
„ reſcue their country from that opprobrium which has. 
been thrown upon it, by the baſe conduct of thoſe who 
„% have been inveſted with power.” | 
+. Frenchmen, you are already free, but Britons are 
&« preparing to be ſo.” g 

0 We ſee alſo without concern, that the Elector 
of Hanover unites his troops to thoſe of Traitors and 
« Robbers ; but the King of England will do well to re- 

| „ member, 
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the National Convention, (that body 
which poſſeſſes the entire power of legiſla- 
tion, and controuls every department of 

the 


member, chat England is not Hanover, mould lie forget 
„this, we will not forget it. 


Extradl from an Addreſs of Four Engliſh Societies, 
read November 7. 


„ Engliſhmen, and Brother Citizens of the World: 
The National Convention has heard with the warmeſt 
ſenſibility, the generous declaration of the Engliſh Ci- 
tizens, who cordially unite with us in our labours. 

* The ſentiments of 53000 Britons, devoted openly to 
the cauſe of mankind, exiſt without doubt, in the hearts 
of all the Freemen in England.“ 


Extratt from the Preſident s Anſwer, 


#6 
{46 
8c 


Societies of the ſame ſort with ours, are forming \ in 

** every part of Engalnd.” 

« After the example given by France, Revolutions 

* will become eaſy : Reaſon is about to make a rapid 

* progrels, and it would not be extraordinary, if in a ſhort 

* ſpace 0 1 time, congratulations ſhould alſo be preſented 
to a National Convention of England.” / 

Extract rom the Speeck of the Deputies of the 
4 Cette Nach of London. 


e he ſituation of Engliſhmen is leſs deplorable. The 
* hand of oppreſſion has not yet dared completely to 
* ſnatch from them the liberty of writing, or openly to 
* attack you.“ 

„Other Nations riſing from their lethargy, will arm 
* themſelves to claim the Rights of Man, with that all-pow- 
„ erful voice, which men ach reſiſt.” 


Extra from the Letter of the Conflitutional Society. 


This letter was accompanied by a gift of 1000 pair of 


ſaoes, 


c 2 « Spirited 
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the executive Power in France), heſitated 
not to give them the moſt direct promiſes 
of aſſiſtance, and thus to declare War 
againſt our Government. Many concur- | 
ring circumſtances led them to believe, 
that the taſk of overturning the Engliſh 
Conſtitution, would not be difficult. Be- 

. ſides 


«© Spirited children of a Nation, which has been cele- 
* brated through the two hemiſpheres, and which has 
«* afforded illuſtrious examples to the Univerſe, you offer 
* us more than wiſhes, ſince the fate of our warriors has 
been thought deſerving of your anxiety, The de- 
« fenders of our Liberty, will be one day the defenders of 
„ Yours: 5 

rf The ſhades of Penn, Hampden, and Sidney, hover 
over your heads, and the moment without doubt ap- 
«« proaches, in which the French will bring congratula- 
* tions to the National Convention of Great-Britain.” 


Extract of the Preſident's Anſwer, Nov. 28. 


The Speech, the Letter, and the Anſwer of the Pre- 

ſident, were ordered to be printed, and ſent to the 
Eighty four Departments, and to be tranſlated into all 
Janguages. 5 „ 
«+ Nature and principles draw towards us England, 
Scotland, and Ireland; let the voice of Friendſhip re- 
*« ſound through the two Republics.” 
“ Principles are waging War againſt Tyranny, which 
will fall under the blows of Philoſophy. Royalty in 
Europe is either deſtroyed, or on the point of periſhing 
on the ruins of the feudal ſyſtem: and the Declaration 
of Rights placed by the ſide of Thrones, is a deyouring 
fire, which will conſume them.” (Applauſes.) 

Extract from the Preſident's Anſwer to the Addreſs 


of the Engliſh, reſident at Paris, Nov. 28. 


See the Collection of Addreſſes to the Convention, and 
other intereſting Papers, publiſhed by Debrett, 179g. 
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ſides the Republican party, (which the 


French believed to be more numerous 
than it really was) a variety of Societies 
had been formed in different parts of Eng- 


land, for the real or pretended purpoſe of 
reforming abuſes. ; 


In Scotland, their number was ſtill 
greater; and in Ireland, the conteſt be- 
tween the Catholics and Proteſtants bore 
an alarming aſpect. Theſe parties filled 
the country with complaints of abuſes and 
clamours tor Reformation, which threw a 
ſhade of diſcontent over the face of Na- 
tional proſperity. The French counted 
them all among their partizans, and ſpared 
neither pains nor expence to increaſe their 
numbers, and embitter their animoſity. 
Agents were employed to enliſt men tor 
unavowed purpoles; obſcure and name- 
leſs meetings were held, in order to pro- 
pogate ſedition, whoſe members received 

pay from unknown hands; inflammatory 

Papers were paſted up and given away; 
and reports circulated, of liſts of proſcrip- 

tions being formed, of aſſaſſins collected, 
and of the danger of ſtanding forward to 
ſupport the laws, or oppoſe ſeditious pro- 
ceedings. While the ſe meaſures were taken 
to damp any ſpirit of exertion in the peo- 
ple at large, and to intimidate thoſe who 
were not to be deluded, the enemies of 
our 


1914 


our Government repeatedly attempted to 
practiſe the grand ſecret of the French 
Revolution, the art of ſeducing the army 
from its duty. ITheſe proceedings muſt 
have had ſome dark and dreadſul purpoſe: 
and it has been aſſerted with great proba- 
bility, that they were preparatory to an 
inſurrection, which the French acknw- 
ledged they expected to take place in 
London, on the iſt or 3d of December. 
It is ſaid, our Government have received 
information, that it was intended on one 
of thoſe days, to ſurprize the Tower; to 
arm the mob; to ſeize the public offices; 
and to force the priſons. — That 10 tons of 
iron were prepared to be forged into pikes 
—that the /eaders of this conſpiracy, who 
had unlimitted letters of credit, are known, 
as well as the pay of their emiſlaries—that 
it is known, what Member of the National 
Convention of France, diſpleaſed at the 
ſlow proceedings of their agents here, 
wrote to one of them, that he did not earn 
the money of the Republic —what «ther 
Members had formed a plan for arming the 
Negroes in the Engliſh Colonies, and ex- 
citing them to revolt -that it is known 
ht emillary wrote to France, about the 
middle of November, that the inſurrection 
was going to break out in London; and 
wrote again, about the middle of Decem- 
ber, that there was no hope for the preſent. 


What 


(03 3 
What other emiſſary was ſent to the Hague, 
to {tir up commotion in Holland? That 
the number of the French artillery men is 
known, who being of no ſervice in Eng- 
land ſince the plot had failed, were ordered 
on the 17th of December to embark tor 
Ireland. And what Chief countermanded 


them, and ſent them back to France, 
where he returned himſelt ?* 


It 1s certain, that the ſoldiers of Du- 
mourier's army talked familiarly of the 
invaſion of both Holland and England; 
and that great numbers of Frenchmen, 
mene not proſcribed Emigrants, 
were in England without any avowed 


cauſe, and quitted it on the paſſing of the 
Alien Bill. 


The purpoſe of this conſpiracy was to 
call a National Convention: and it ſhould 
be recollected, that on the 28th of Novem- 
ber, the Preſident of the National Con- 
vention of France, hailed the approach of 
that of Great-Britain ; declared that R-yaliy 
was deſtroyed or periſbing, and complimented 
the Republic of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland. The plot had not hen failed. 


* It is well known, that in 1786, the French ſent 
ſeveral Engineers, and a Corps of Artillery, with many 
other Officers in diſguiſe, into Holland, to aſſiſt the 

Dutch Inſurgents. 
: Theſe 


„ 


Theſe, or ſimilar circumſtances, were ſo 
impreſſed upon the minds of the greateſt 
part of the Nation, as to produce no ſmall 
degree of apprehenſion and alarm. The 
public funds gradually ſunk in value, and 
(which could only be occaſioned by the 
dread of immediate danger); numbers of 

ople drew their money out of their 
anker's hands, towards the end of No- 
vember, to the great inconvenience of 
trade. Another ſtriking proof of the great- 
neſs of the general terror was, the N 
with which all deſcriptions of men united 
themſelves for the defence of the Conſti- 
tution, as ſoon as the example was ſet 
them by the Aſſociation at the Crown and 
Anchor. Theſe ſymptoms of apprehenſion, 
were previous to the Proclamation for cal- 
ling out the Militia, and aſſembling the 
Parliament; therefore, could not have 
been occaſioned by it: and the friends of 
Mr. F. muſt have much relaxed that vigi- 
lance which he ſo highly commends, if 
they were not ſtruck by them. Yet ſays 
Mr. F., © that there is any inſurrection, 
or that any attempt was making to over- 
throw the Conſtitution, I deny. Now, 
* if this aſſertion of Miniiters is a falſe- 
* hood, is it an innocent falſehood 27 Un- 
doubtedly not. But let me aſk, whether 


See Mr, Foxss Speech, p 14. 
On 


1 „0 


on the contrary ſuppoſition, it is innocent 
for a man of great weight, wilfully and 
obſtinately to deny, what almoſt all the 
Nation believes, when the effect of that 
denial is to diſunite the People, and to 
weaken the Government, at a criſis, when 
their moſt vigorous and united efforts are 
required to preſerve the Conſtitution ? 
On the Miniſtry, or on their opponents, no 
ſight cenſure will inevitably fall. 


If the facts I have ſtated, have any foun- 
dation 1n truth, it cannot be demied, that 
the precautions taken by Miniſters, were 
unavoidably neceſſary. The calling out 
of the Militia was rendered ſtrictly legal, 
by the various nots and inſurrections 
which Mr. F. admits to have happened; 
and certainly was not /eſ5. expedient, be- 
cauſe a dark and ſubtle conſpiracy had 
been formed for the complete ſubverſion 
of our Government. A leſs vigorous con- 
duct in Adminiſtration, and a leſs ſpirited 
reſolution than was diſplayed by the Peo- 

le in defence of the Conſtitution, might 

ave been productive of the. moſt fatal 
_ evils : nor can I eaſily believe that the 
King would have come down to his Par- 
lament, to calumniate that People, who, in 
every part of the country, were declaring 
their readineſs to die in his defence. 


D Upon 
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Upon one of the meaſures adopted in 
this time of general alarm, (not indeed a 
meaſure of Miniſtry, but undertaken by 
private individuals) that of forming Aſſo- 
ciations to ſupport the Government, and 
inforce the laws againſt ſedition, Mr. F. 
has been extremely ſevere. In times of 
ublic danger, fuch Aﬀociations have not 
Deen unufual. In the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and in that of William the 
Third, Aſſociations were formed for the 
defence of the Sovereign Periop, aud the 
ſafety of the State ;* and thoſe Aſſocia- 
| | tions 


„ Whereas for the better preſervation of his Ma- 
„ jeſty's Royal Perſon and Government againſt the 
„ aforeſaid wicked and traiterous deſigns, great numbers 
of his Majeſty's good ſubjefts have entered into, and 
« ſubſcribed, an Aſſociation in the words following, viz. 
« Whereas there has been a horrid and deteflable 
« conſpiracy, formed and carried on by Papiſts and 
other wicked and traiterous perſons, for aflaſſinating 
* his Majeſty's Royal Perſon, in order to encourage an 
* inyaſion from France, to ſubvert our Religion, Laws, 
* and Liberty ; we whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, 
do heartily, ſincerely, and folemnly- profeſs, . teſtify 
& and declare, that his preſent Majeſty, King William, 
is rightful and lawful King of theſe realms. And we 
« do mutually promife, and engage, to ftand by, and 
* afſift each other, to the utmoſt of our power, in the 
« ſupport and defence of his Majeſty's moſt faered per- 
„% ſon and government, againſt the late King James, and 
ce all his adherents. And in caſe his Majeſty come to 
„ any violent or untimely death (which God förbich, 
« we do hereby further, freely and unanimouſly oblige 
© ourſelves to untte, aſſociate, and ſtand by each other, 
| Ag e in | 
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tions were conſidered as ſo meritorious, 
that many perſons were enjoined, by Act 
of Parliament, under ſevere penalties, to 
ſubſcribe them. In the molt quiet times, 
Aſſociations have been common, for the 
1 of houſe-breakers and other 
elons, as well as offenders againſt the 
Game laws. How comes it then, that a 
meaſure formerly conſidered as meritori- 
ous in times of public danger, ſhould now 
1n times of ſimilar danger, be deſerving of 
cenſure ? The Nation now, as in the days 
of King William, ſaw reaſon to apprehend 
that their religion and their laws were 
about to be attacked. The ſmalleſt ap- 
rehenſion of ſuch a danger, was ſurely 
ufficient to juſtify every precaution. 


in revenging the {ame upon his enemies, and their ad- 
* herents; and in ſupporting and detending the ſuc- 
* ceſſionto the Crown, according to an Act made in the 
*« firſt year of the reign of King William and Queen 
* Mary, intituled, an AR declaring the Rights and Li- 
« berties of the Subject, and ſettling the. Succeſſion of 
the Crown.“ | 5 

+ Affociation to remain good and lawful - Commiſ- 
% ſioners of Accounts and Officers under the King to 
4 ſubſcribe the Afﬀociation--Perſons admitted into office 
«© to ſubſcribe it—Perſons neglecting or refuſing to ſubs 
* {cribe the Allociation to be incapable of their office 
1% Members of Parliament to ſubſcribe, or vacate their 
*« Seats—Servants to the Prince and Princeſs to ſub- 
+. ſcribePerfons on board the fleet, or on ſervice be- 
„ yond ſea, may ſubſcribe in three months after their 
return.“ 7 and 8 William III. e 97. {. 3. See alſo 
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Though, from the ſecret nature of the 
tranſactions carried on, no conſiderable 
force appeared collected for the purpoſes 
of miſchief; the Nation had not forgotten 
the eaſe with which, in 1780, an unarmed 
mob effected their ravages in this metro- 
polis. They knew, on legal evidence, that 
conſpiracies had been meditated, and more 
than meditated, in ſome of the priſons *; 
and they ſaw the ſtreets aha with fo- 
reigners, ſome of whom were N 
Known by their crimes. They had heard, 
(and from a French Miniſter) that a few 
hundreds of ruffians perpetrated the 
* horrors of the 2d of September at Paris, 
* whilſt thouſands of armed Citizens ſtood 
by in ſtupid inactivity ;” and they ſaw 
ſome of the perpetrators in our own capi- 
tal. Had the People, then, no reaſon for 
aſſociating, to ſuppreſs ſedition? But, 
ſays Mr. F., we have read of religious 
„ perſecutions +; of the implacable op- 
** preſſion of the Roman See; of the hor- 
rors of the Inquiſition in Spain ; but ſo 
obdurate, ſo hard, ſo intolerable a 
_*+ ſcheme of cruelty was never engender- 
* ed in the mind, much leſs practiſed by 
any tyrant, ſpiritual or temporal.” As 


* 


c 


«1 


„ See the Trials of Duffin and Lloyd, and of the 
King's Bench Conſpirators. et” 


+ See Mr, Fox's Speech, page 8. "Bis 
what? 


„ 


what? As ſubſcribing to bring to a fair 
trial, before a Jury 'of their equals, men, 
whom we ſuſpect of a deſign to overturn 
the Conſtitution, and involve our Liberty, 
our Property, and our Religion in the ge- 
neral ruin. Men, whom the Aſſociations 
have no power to puniſh; and whom they 
cannot unjuſtly accuſe, without being 
an{werable according to the laws. From 
this dreadful perfecution, it may be ſome 
relief to turn our eyes to the land of Li- 
berty, (that liberty of which it was intend- 
ed to make us partakers) and there we ſee, 
that by order of the Committee of general 
ſafety of the Commune, (tor there are ſeveral 
ſuch Committees, as there are ſeveral Aſ- 
ſociations here), on the night of the 28th 
of January, 3700 horſe and foot, with can- 
non, inveſted a part of the city ; every- 
houſe was ſearched ; and 6000 perſons ar- 
reſted, for not having Cards of Civiſm ; 
part of whom were to be releaſed after 
examination, and part impriſoned, and 
we know what, at Paris, impriſonment 
means *, ve 1 


* See General Santerre's report of this ſearch, in the 
Chronique de Paris of January 30. Cards of Civiſm 
are certificates of attachment to the Republic, granted 
by the Municipal Officers to ſuch citizens as they think 
deſerving. | 
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Mr. F. ſpeaks with great contempt of 
an intention expreſſed by one of the Aſſo- 
ciations to conuince men * ; and with great 
abhorrence, of the application of a text of 
ſcripture, in a trifling hand- bill diſperſed 
by it: though he treats with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs thoſe who employ libel and 
invettive againſt the Government. To 
call the King the Lord's anointed is, ac- 
cording to Mr. F. high treaſon; I admit, 
that the phraſe is not applicable to any 
Monarch of theſe days, m the ſenſe in 
which it was originally uſed of the Kin 
of Iſrael. But I have yet to learn that it 
is High treaſon ; or inculcates the obſolete _ 
dottrine of divine, hereditary, indefeafible 
right. It was meant to teach what I con- 
ceive to be no abſurd or ignoble princi- 
ple, that our piety to God ſhould mingle 
with, and ſtrengthen our loyalty to our 
King. That we ſhould confirm our re- 
verence for lawful authority, by conſider- 
ing it as flowing from the ſame divine ap- 

ointment to which we owe every other 
leſſing; and connect our attachment to 

| Kian, and our Laws, with affec- 
tion to the perſon of our Sovereign. The 


ſame unfortunate hand- bill is attacked by 


Mr. Fox on another ground f; but as it 


* See Mr. Fox's Speech, p. 12. 
Ditto, p. 20. 


Was 
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was proved in the Houſe of Commons, 
that the objectionable part was omitted, 
when it was re-publiſhed by the Aſſocia- 
tion to which he alluded, it would be only 
CO juſtice in him to confeſs his 2 
take. | 


Mr. F. deprecates an intention, men- 
tioned by Lord Fielding, of moving for 
a ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act *. 
Such a_ meaſure has been reſorted to in 
times Of great public danger: and it 18 a 
e he - free governments, to arm 
their magiſtrates with extraordinary pow- 
ers In cales of extraordinary emergency. 
That in the opinion of the greateſt lovers 
of liberty, a temporary reſtriction of it 
may ſometimes be neceſſary, to preſerve 
its permanent enjoyment, appears from 
the conſtitutions of the American States, 
in which it is provided, that in certain 
caſes the Habeas Corpus Act may be ſuſ- 
pended. Our Government has not, in the 

reſent inſtance, thought it neceſſary to 
ha recourle to ſo ſtrong a meaſure, It 
has thought that the 3 of ſecurity 
would be ſufficiently anſwered by the re- 
gulations of the 9 Bill. Thoſe who 
lieve in the exiſtence of that danger, 
ſtated in the foregoing pages, muſt think 


- 


See Mr. Fox's Speech: p. 19. 
thoſe 
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thoſe regulations as mild as could be con- 
ſiſtent with the public ſafety ; and even 
thoſe who are inclined to diſbeheve it, 


cannot but allow, that an unuſual influx of 


foreigners into a country where the Police 
is in general ſo much relaxed, might be 
attended with very ſerious inconveni- 
encies. No remedy could be ſuggeſted 


for theſe inconveniencies, which en- 


croached ſo little on general freedom, as 
to place theſe foreigners, in a peculiar 


manner, under the in{pection and vigilance 


of Government; which, while it render- 


ed them more circumſpect in their con- 


duct, was very little likely to produce op- 


preſſion to ſuch as behaved well. To this 


another conſideration may be added, that 
without theſe regulations, the perpetra- 


tors of the moſt atrocious crimes, even of 


that which now fills Europe with horror, 


wo pn tound a ſecure aſylum here, 
an 


triumphed in the impunity of their 
guilt. 


Mr. F. then employs two pages“, in 
propoſing that the Legiſlature ſhould un- 


do every thing which any body objects 


to, and do every thing which any body 
recommends. This hopeful attempt of 
pleaſing every body, few ſober men would 


* See Mr. Fox's Speech, p- 19, 20. 
1 | wiſh. 


E 


wiſh the Government to try; but all will 
concur in his advice, that every complaint 
ſhould be patiently liſtened to, and ever 

real grievance, as far as poſſible, redreſled. 
And ſober men, while they recommend a 
ready acquieſcence in every meaſure pro- 
poſed, witch can 1mprove the condition 
ot the people, will caution the Legiſlature 
againſt haſtily adopting any innovation, 
without well weighing all its conſequences. 
The exiſting Conſtitution has ſo long, and 
ſo well anſwered all the practical purpoſes 
of Government, that it ought not, with- 
out great caution, to undergo any change 
which 1s only recommended by ſpecula- 

tive advantages. ONIONS 


Mr. F. having diſcuſſed domeſtic affairs, 
ſhortly touches upon thoſe of Ireland ; 
and there, as every where elſe, finds cauſe 
to blame the conduct of Adminiſtration “. 
He charges it with having prorogued the 
Parliament, in order to protract the claims 
of © generous and ill-treated millions.“ 
To this I ſhall only anſwer, that the claims 
of the Catholics, however juſt, were not 
{uch as could ſuffer by a ſhort delay ; and 
their hardſhips not ſo immediately griev- 
ous, but that they might well wait for re- 


* See Mr, Fox's Speech, p. 16 and 17. 


* redreſs 


. * ae . I * 
bs 88 2 — 1 * _— a 4 
N 8 —— - 
-w x 


ha Wh 


- dreſs till the ordinary time of the Meeting 


of Parliament. 


On the ſituation of Poland, and the 
great merit of the Minority in preventing 
a Ruſſian War, he ſays a few words; and 
{ome think it might be prudent in him to 


ſay no more. 


I now come to what Mr. F. points out 
as the main ſpring of the Miniſter's con- 
duct *, a defire to go to war with France. 

the Miniſter ſhould wiſh to go to war 
with France he has zor pointed out, nor 
can I diſcover. While peace continues, 
Mr. Pitt has reaſon to hope for ſupport 
from a flouriſhing nation, which attributes 
part, at leaſt, of its proſperity to his care. 
His antagoniſts acknowledge his political 


- prudence; and often accuſe him of a 


greater deſire to preſerve his place, than 


to benefit his country; ſurely it is no ex- 


travagant compliment to ſuppoſe in him a 
greater deſire to preſerve his place, than to 
injure his country. War muſt occaſion 
expence, and expence may produce diſ- 
content. Unforeſeen events may fruſtrate 
the beſt concerted ſchemes; and fortune 
may favour the irregular exertions of mad- 


neſs and deſperation. I therefore believe, 


See Mr. Fox's Speech, p. 14. Rs 
= that 
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that the preſent Miniſter, who owes the 


public confidence, not to the luſtre of 
victory, but to the mild influence of ge- 
neral tranquillity, fully agrees with Mr. 
F. inhis wiſhes for Peace. 


But Peace, however deſirable, cannot 
be fg if the eountry 1s attacked ; 
an 
2 faith, or a degradation of national 

onour. It is alſo ill-preſerved by ſacri- 
ficing futurity to the quiet of the preſent 
hour, by ſuffering a power, likely to be- 
come hereafter hoſtile to us, to acquire 
ſuch acceſſions of ſtrength and dominion, 
as to obtain the means of effecting our 
ruin. 


The grounds upon which our Govern- 
ment has thought it proper to prepare for 
a war with France, I ſhall preſently don- 
ſider; and now only examine the mea- 


ſure by which Mr. F. propoſes to avoid it. 


He adviſes a negociation; Why (ſays 
* he) have we no Miniſter at Paris? Be- 
* cauſe France is a Republic! And ſo we 
are to pay in the blood and treaſure of 
* the People for a punQiho * !“ Without 
entering into any niceties of etiquette, 1t 
may be ſufficient to obſerve, that our 


* 


Ambaſſador to the French King could not 
© — 1 exerciſe 


* See Mr, Fox's Speech, p. 13. 


it is ill-preſerved by a violation of 
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1 
exerciſe his functions, after the authorit 

of the French King was annihilated; that 
an Ambaſſador could not be ſent to treat 
with any new Government, without ac- - 
knowledging its authority; and that it 
will be time enough to acknowledge the 
authority of the new Government, when 
it ſhall be eſtabliſhed. The Convention, 
which, at preſent, exerciſes the powers of 
Government in France, pretends only to be 
an Aſſembly of Delegates, met for the 
purpole of deviſing a Conſtitution, which 
the people are afterwards to N 0 
There is no reaſon to ſuppoſe that the fu- 
ture Government will abide by the acts 
of the Convention; and as little indeed to 
expect that, for a month together, the 
Convention will abide by its own. To 
whom then is our Ambaſlador to apply? 
To the Executive Council, which is ſaid 
to be the regular channel of communica- 
tion with foreign nations? We know that 
it has neither digmity nor authority ; that 
its members are daily traduced and villi- 
fied, not only in the Convention, but b 

the officers who pretend to act under their 
orders; how can we expect to carry on 
an uſeful negociation with a body which 
cannot preſerve itſelf from contempt ?--- 
To the National Convention? How they 
would receive him, we may judge from 


their contemptuous treatment of the Spa- 


niſh Miniſter. To ſend an Ambaſlador to 
France 
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Fiance in its preſent ſituation would be a 


breach of our Treaties with the French 
Monarchy, with which we are in alliance; 
and which the Nation cannot be ſaid to 
have aboliſhed until it has accepted ſome 
other form of government. Would not 
the reſidence of a Britiſh Ambaſlador at 


Paris, ee the authority of the 
an 


French Republic, communicating with 
its chiefs, imply ſome approbation of their 
proceedings? And is it for the honour of 
Great Britain to give any countenance to 
the moſt inhuman violation of juſtice 
which ever has diſgraced the annals of 
mankind? No man of honour or hu- 
manity will — involve the French 


Nation in the conduct of its preſent rulers, 


or ſuppoſe, without regret, that their 


deeds will obtain the ſanction of general 


ſupport. It ought not likewiſe to be for- 
gotten, that by an acknowledgment of the 


French Republic, we ſhould give great 


and juſt offence to almoſt all the powers of 


Europe; and that it might not be prudent 


to oftend thoſe whoſe aſſiſtance we might 


have occaſion for, in caſe the Negociation 
failed. | 


But the public know that the advan- 


tages of negociation, as far as it could be 


really ſerviceable, were actually obtained. 
M. de Chauvelin, the Miniſter of the late 
French 
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French King, had remained in London 
after the depoſition of that unfortunate 
Monarch, and entered into a correſpond- 
. ence with Lord Grenville, concerning 
thoſe parts of the conduct of the French 
which gave offence to the Engliſ Cabinet. 
Many important letters on the ſubje& have 
been publiſhed, and are too long for repe- 
tition here. Lord Grenville ſtated three 
principal grounds of complaint; the De- 
cree of the 19th of November, and the 
receiving Briuth ſubjects as Delegates, on 
the ground of that Decree—the opening 
the Navigation of the Scheldt and Meuſe 
and the intention of invading Holland. 


The Decree of the 19th of November is 
as iollows: © The National Convention 
* declares, in the name of the French 
Nation, that it will grant fraternity and 
* aſliftance to every People that ſhall be 
« deſirous of recovering its Liberty; and 
* charges the Executive Power to give the 
„ necellary orders to the Generals, to af- 
“ ford alſiſtance to ſuch People; and to 
defend the Citizens who may have ſut- 
* {ered, or may be in danger of ſuffering, 
* ior the cauſe of Liberty.” It was next 
voted, that this Decree {hall be tran- 
« {hted, and printed in all languages.” 
Lord Grenville complained of this De- 
cree, as holding out an invitation to every 
„ ation 
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Nation to revolt againſt its exiſting Go- 
vernment. It was difficult, indeed, to 
conſider it in any other light than as a 
Declaration of War againſt all Govern- 
ments, but againſt ours in particular, when 
coupled with the fact of receiving Ad- 
dreſſes againſt it, and eee alliſtance 


. 28 " 
to its diſcontented and ungrateful ſubjects. 


Or theſe Addreſſes, and of the Anſwers 
to them, I have before given ſome ſpe- 
cimens; any one of which would have 
juſtified a Declaration of War againſt 
France, as well as the ſevere puniſhment 
of its authors. To interfere in the in- 
' ternal government of other Independent 
States, to receive complaints from their 
ſubjects, and to incite them to revolt, have 
always been reckoned among the groſſeſt 
violations of the Law of Nations *. But it 
was reſerved for the unbounded arrogance 


* « C'eſt une conſequence. maniſeſte de la Liberte, & 
* de I ' Independence des Nations, que toutes ſont en 
droit de ſe gouverner comme elles le jugent a propos 
© et qu' aucune n'a le moindre droit de ſe meler du 
Gouvernement d'une autre.” | 
« C'eſt violer le droit des Gens que d'inviter a la re- 
volte, des ſujets qui obeiſſent actuellement a leur Sou- 
verain, quoiqu ils ſe plaignent de ſon Gouvernement.“ 
* Aucune puiſſance remanque de ſe plaindie, comme 
d'une injure atroce, ſi queiqu 'un tente par des emiſ- 
ſaires, d'exciter ſes ſujets a la revolte,” 
Un Souverain eſt en droit de traiter en ennemis, 
ceux qui entreprennent de fe mèler de ſes affaires do- 


© meſtiques.” Vattel Droit des Gens, L. II. C. 4. 
of 
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of the French Republic, to declare, by a 
ſolemn Decree, an intention of interfering 
in the internal affairs of every other country, 
and of E its ſeditious ſubjects 
againſt the power of the Government. 
The tranſlating and diſperſing this Decree 
in all languages, ſufficiently ſhew its ſpirit 
and intention. The natural conſequence 
to be expected from it, was a general 
union and confederacy againſt France, to 
reduce the power of a government, which 
had declared its reſolutions of hoſtility 
againſt every other *. M. Le Brun, the 
Miniſter of Foreign Affairs, repreſented 
the Addreſſes received from the Engliſh 
as merely complimentary; and endeavour- 
ed to render the Decree leſs offenſive, by 
reſtricting its operation to caſes, in which 
the majority of the citizens ſhall be de- 
ſirous of changing the form of their go- 
vernment. This explanation is evidently 
futile and nugatory; for how is the opi- 
nion of the 8 to be known, with- 
out a revolt againit the exiſting govern- 
ment, which certainly would interfere to 


_ * «$1 donc, il etoit quelque part une nation inquietæ 
* et malſaiſante, toujours prete a nuire aux autres, a les 
e traverſer, a leur ſuſciter des troubles domeſtiques, il n'eſt 
pas douteux que toutes ne fuſſent en droit de ſe join- 
* dre pour Ja reprimer, pour la chatier, et meme pour 
la mettre a jamais hors d'etat de nuire.“ Vattel Droit 


des Gens, L. II. C. 4. 
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prevent a general aſſociation againſt its 
authority? But if it is ſufficient for the 
individuals, who require aſſiſtance from 
France under this Decree, to flare them- 
ſelves as a majority of the people, that 
is eaſily done. Nay, we know that in the 
caſe of this Nation, it has been already 
done. © Our Government (ſays the let- 
ter of the Conſtitutional Society to the 
National Convention, read Nov. 28th) 
has ſtill the power, and perhaps the in- 
* clination, to employ hireling pens to 
* contradict us; but we believe, in the 
“* fincerity of our hearts, that we now 
« ſpeak the ſentiments of a majority of the 
Engliſb Nation.” Did the Preſident aſk 
the Delegates of the Society, by what 
means they had aſcertained their ma- 
jority? No: but he promiſed them the 
alliſtance they required; © the Defenders 
* of our Liberty (ſpeaking of the French 
* Soldiers) will be, one day, the de- 
* fenders of yours.” But had M. Le Brun's 
explanation been ſatisfactory 7 itſelf, it 
would have been of little value, as not 
proceeding from the ſame authority which 
pronounced the Decree. The National 
Convention have neither revoked nor mo- 
dified it; and in that Convention every 
power is veſted, as well executive as le- 
giſlative. 


6 


We now come to Lord Grenville's ſe- 
cond complaint, the opening of the 
Scheldt and the Meuſe. The. excluſive 
navigation of thoſe rivers had been ſe- 
cured to the Dutch by the 14th Article of 
the Treaty of Munſter, ſigned January 
the goth, 1648, which ſtipulates that © the 
Rivers of the Scheldt, as alſo the Ca- 
* nals of Sas, Zwyn, and other mouths 
* of rivers diſembogueing themſelves 
there, ſhall be kept ſhut on the fide of 
the Lords the States.” So anxious have 
the Dutch been to have their right ac- 
knowledged, that it has ſince been rati- 
hed by no leſs than eleven poſitive Trea- 
ties, to which either England or France 
has been guarantees“. By France it has 
been guaranteed ſo lately as Nov. 8th, 
1785, and by Great Britain April the 15th, 
1788. Without any regard to the ſtipula- 
tions of their own Government, and with- 
out conſulting the Powers which had gua- 
ranteed thoſe {ſeveral Treaties, the Execu- 
tive Council of France ordered, on the 
16th of laſt November, © that the General 
in Chief commanding the French Armies 
in the expedition of Belgia, ſhall be en- 
joined to take the moſt preciſe meaſures, 


c 


> 


and to employ every method which is 


„ See the Collection of Addreſſes, and other inte- 
reſting papers, publiſhed by Debrett, 1793. 
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in his power, to enſure the liberty of 
navigation and tranſports in the ve 
* courſe of the Scheldt and the Meuſe.“ 
This order was applauded, and confirmed 
by the National Convention. At the ſame 
time, a French ſquadron was ordered to 
{ail up the Scheldt, and bombard the C1- 
tadel of Antwerp. This involved the 
Dutch in a breach of their neutrality to- 


wards the Emperor, who very reaſonably 


objected to their granting an advantage to 
his enemies, which they had ſo long re- 
fuſed to his family. The Dutch proteſted 
accordingly againſt their paſſage, but this 


remonſtrance was treated with the ſame 


contempt, as a right ſecured by ſo many 
Treaties, and ſanctioned by more than 
200 years uninterrupted poſſeſſion “. 


When the French had conquered, or 
(according to that inſulting fiction, by 
which they add mockery to oppreſſion) 
had given liberty to the Auſtrian Nether- 
lands, they, or any new Government 
which may be eſtabliſned, were placed 
with regard to Foreign Powers in exactly 


From the ſiege of Antwerp by the Prince of Parma 


in 1585. 

ne longue poſſeſſion non contredite, etablit le 
droit des nations; autrement il n'y auroit point de 
* paix ni rien de ſtable entr'elles, & les faits notoires 


doivent prouver la poſſeſſion.“ Vattel Droit des 
Gens, L. I. c 22. . 
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the ſame ſituation in which the Auſtrian 
Government ſtood before. They acquired 
no rights but what that Government poſ- 
ſeſſed, and were bound by every ſtipula- 
tion to which it had agreed. No con- 
PI over the Auſtrians could give them 
the right of navigation down the Scheldt 
and the Meuſe, for that right was veſted 
in the Dutch, and could only be obtained 
by their canſent, or by conqueſt over them. 
Their conſent they have formally refuſed. 


* © Liquet et hoc, ut res aliqua noſtra belli jure fiat 
requiri ut khoffzum fuerit,” Grotius de Jure Belli & 
Pacis, L. III. c. 6. 3 

“Le conquerant qui enleve une ville ou une province 
* a ſon ennemi, ne peut y acquerir juſtement que les 
© memes droits qu'y poſſedoit le Souverain contre le- 
quel il a pris les armes. La guerre l'autoriſe a ſem- 
«© parer de ce qui appartient a ſon ennemi : s'il lui ote la 
* ſouverainete de cette ville ou de cette province, il 
_** Pacquiert telle qu elle eft, avec ſes limitations & ſes mo- 
* difications quel cohques.” Vattel, L. III. c. 13. 

Si une nation avoit cede a perpetuite a un prince 
% voiſin le droit de peche dans une riviere, ou celui de 
e tenir garriſon dans une fortereſſe, ce prince ne perdroit 
point ſes droits, quand meme la nation de qui il les a 
recus viendroit a Etre ſubjuguee ou a paſſer de quel- 
* qu'autre maniere ſous une domination etrangere. Ses 
droits ne dependent point de la conſervation de cette 
nation; elle les avoit alzenes, & celui qui Ia conquiſe 
** n'apu prendre gue ce qui etoit a elle.“ Vattel, L. II. 
6 13. 

5 Une Nation ou un etat quelconque, ne pouvant faire 
aucun traite contraire a ceux qui le lient actuellement, 
il ne peut ſe mettre 5 la protection d'un autre, ſans 
reſerver toutes ſes alliances, tous ſes traites ſubiſtans.“ 
Vattel, ibid. 0 „ 
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But the French appeal to the funda- 
mental principles of Natural Law, and 
the impreſcriptible Rights of Man. Such 
a Right (ſays the Executive Council, 
* ſpeaking of the excluſive navigation of 
the Scheldt) is a remnant of feudal ſer- 
vitude, or at leaſt an odious monopoly, 
* which could only be eſtabliſhed by 
force, and conſented to by weakneſs ; 
< conſequently it is revocable at every mo- 
< ment, and in ſpite of all Conventions, be- 
* cauſe Nature knows as little of privi- 
leged people as of privileged indivi- 
„ duals, and the Rights of Man are al- 
ways impreſcriptible.“ The Law of 
Nature (as laid down in books) is directly 
againſt them; for it gives the ſovereignt 

of all parts of a river to that State, throug 


* 


* 


whoſe dominions they flow: nor am Iac- 


quainted with any principle which grants 
to any Power an uncontrouled navigation 
through the territories of another“. Can 
> it 


* « Sic flumen, qua flumen dicitur, proprium eſt po- 
e puli cujus inter fines fluit, vel ejus, cujus in ditione 
est populus; atque ei licet molem in flumen injuere.“ 
_ Grotius, L. II. c. 2. | 

Le pouvoir ſupreme s'etend à tout ce qui ſe paſſe 

« dans Vetat, en quelque lieu que ſoit la ſcene, & par 
_*6 conſequent le Souverain commande dans tous les lieux 
publies, ſur les fleuves dans les grands chemins, dans 
« Jes de ſerts, tout ce qui y arrive eſt ſoumes a ſon 
* autorite,” Vattel, Lib. I. c. 20. 


a Lorſqu' 
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it likewiſe be denied, that a ſtrict obſerv- 
ance of ſolemn Treaties is among the fun- 
damental principles of Natural Law ? 


As to the impreſcriptible Rights of 
Man, by which the French make them- 


ſelves Lord Chancellors of the Univerſe, 


that principle 1s infinitely more dangerous 
than this, or any other ſingle act of ag» 
greſſion; for it affords a ready pretext for 
every aggreſſion to which their ambition 
or caprice may prompt them. A Nation, 
which profeſſes to be bound by n Convention, 
and that all its engage ments are revocable 
at every moment, upon a principle of which 
at is 16% the ſole judge, can hope neither 
for confidence in peace, nor clemency in 
war “. : Wes 


The excluſive Navigation of the Meuſe 


is ſecured to the United States by the ſame 


Treattes as that of the Scheldt, and as it 


« Lorfqu' une nation s'empare d'un pays pour en faire 
ſa demeure elle occupe tout ce que le pays renferme, 
« terres, lacs, rivieres, &c. Vattel, Lib. I. c. 22. 

* Ainſi que toutes les Nations ſont intereſſees a 
maintenir la foi des traites, a la faire enviſager partout 


% comme inviolable & ſacree; elles ſont de meme en 


droit de ſe reunir pour reprimer celui qui temoigne 
la mepriſer, qui $'en joue ouvertement, qui la vio le & 
© Ja foule aux pieds. C'eſt un enne mi public, qui ſappe 
les fondemens du repos des peuples de leur ſurete com- 
* mune.” Vattel, L. II. c. 15. | 


flows 
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flows for near 400 miles (from Maeſtricht 
to the Brill) through their territories, un- 
mixed, for the moſt part, with other States, 
this infringement of their right is, if poſ- 
ſible, a ſtill more flagrant aggreſſion. 


But however unjuſt the conduct of the 
French may have been, Mr. F.“ and Mr. 
Le Brun repreſent the uſurpation as of 


trikling conſequence; and the navigation 


as of little value. It may fairly be an- 
{wered, that if the object is really trifling, 
the French can have no purpoſe in inſiſt- 
ing upon it, but to force Holland and its 
Allies into a war with them. As the Na- 
vigation 1s almoſt entirely artificial, kept 
up by means of dykes, and without them 
would be choaked with ſhoals, it would 
not be unreaſonable {excluſive of all po- 
ſitive ſtipulations) that the Dutch ſhould 


enjoy the profits of their own induſtry. 


It may, however, with greater truth be 
alhrmed, that by opening the Navigation 
of the Scheldt, the advantage to the new 
ſubjects or allies of France would be but 
little—the danger to the Dutch extreme. 
In a commercial point of view, the canal 


of Oſtend to Ghent, and the river from 


thence to Antwerp, anſwer, in a conſi- 
derable degree, the ſame purpoſes—in a 


* See Mr. Fox's Speech, p. 15. 


military, 
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military, the very exiſtence of the United 
Provinces is at ſtate. An armed force 
proceeding, in different diviſions, up the 
Scheldt and the Meuſe, (and the right of 
introducing an armed force is claimed and 
exerciſed) might at once occupy the towns 
of Middleburg, Rotterdam, and Gorcum; 
and ſeize the fortreſſes of Rammekins, 
Brill, and Fluſhing. Theſe three laſt 
places, we know, were conſidered as ſo: 


important, that the States, in their diſtreſs, 


put them into the hands of Queen Eliza- 
beth, as pledges of complete dependence. 


The poſſeſſion of the Meuſe, would cut off 


the whole State of Zealand, and all Dutch 
Brabant and Flanders, from all poſſibility 
of protection and ſupport. Thus the 
ſtrong fortreſſes of Hulit, Bergen-op- 
zoom, Breda, Bois-le-duc, and Maeltricht, 


the moſt important bulwarks of the Dutch 


Republic, would be completely turned ; 
and the invader might either proceed to 
reduce them with the greateſt ſecurity and 
advantage, or pulh on, by a march of only 
70 miles, to Amſterdam, 


But it is not the defence and independ- 


ence only of the Dutch Republic which is 


endangered by this ring exe rtion of na- 
tural right, but its exiſtence as a country. 
The Iſlands which compoſe the Province 


of Zealand, and the adjacent parts of 


Dutch 
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Dutch Flanders and Brabant, are lower 
than the level of the ſea, and are only 
preſerved from its fury by dykes ſeventeen 
ells in Fc e roman with unceaſ- 
ing induſtry, and vaſt expence. This in- 
duſtry . always been ſucceſsful: the 
ſea has often burſt its bounds, and has been 
known to overwhelm, at one time, 100,000 
acres of country. The crew of the moſt 
trifling cutter might, in a ſingle night, 
pierce one of theſe dykes, and occaſion a 
dreadful inundation. Mr. F. who cannot 
be ignorant of theſe facts, yet treats the 
opening of the Scheldt (for he never ſo 
much as names the Meuſe) as a mere pre- 
text for a War, and aſſerts that the Dutch 
are indifferent to it“. Whether that is 
ware any man can judge. But they 

ave made no requiſition for aſſiſtance. 
For this it is not difficult to aſſign a rea · 
ſon, when we recollect that the ſuccours 


could not have been inſtantly ſent; and 


that Dumourier's victorious army was at 
their gates. In anſwer to Lord Grenville's 
complaint, M. Le Brun (like Mr. F.) treat- 
ed the Navigation of the Scheldt as a tri- 
fling obje&; and referred him for redreſs 
to a negociation with the future Govern- 
ment of Brabant. The French inſiſt upon 
their right until that Government is eſta- 


See Mr, Fox's Speech, p. 12. 
6 bliſhed, 
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3 bliſhed, though it is impoſſible to predict 


the time or manner in which it will be 
formed. It is highly probable indeed that 
the French will conſolidate the Low 
Countries into their own Republic. Such 
an anſwer requires no comment; I ſhall 
only obſerve, that as the French Govern- 

ment did the injury, we ſhall naturally 

look to that for reparation “. 

The third ground 1s the intention of in- 
vading Holland. This being ſtrongly diſ- 
avowed by M. Le Brun, and not having 
been carried into effect, is in itſelf no cauſe 
of war. But if upon an examination of 
circumſtances, 1t ſhall appear highly pro- 
bable that the diſavowal is infincere, it af- 
fords a ſtrong reaſon at leaſt to be upon 
our guard, and to place no confidence in 
pacific declarations. That Dumourier had 
ſome purpoles in view, which were not 

effected, is well known, from his repeated 
complaints that they had been fruſtrated 
for want of ſufficient ſupphes of money 
and ſtores. If the opinion of his army is 
any proof of thoſe purpoſes, the invaſion 
of Holland was unqueſtionably ' among 
them. Other circumſtances are not want- 
ing to corroborate that opinion. When 
the conqueſt of the Auſtrian Netherlands 
was nearly compleated, the Executive 


* See the French papers of November and December. 
: Council 
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Council, on the 16th of November, iſſued a 
Special Order © to the Commander of the 
* Belgrc Army, to purſue the enemies armies 
* into all places where hay may be given 


„ them.” The ſame day, they ordered the 
Navigation of the Scheldt and Meuſe to 
be opened, as if they had been concerting 
at once the means and the pretext of an in- 
vaſion of Holland; for it was then pro- 
bable, that many emigrants would take 
ſhelter in that country.---Shelter was how- 
ever refuſed to them.---It was ſtudiouſly 
reported, that the Pruſhan magazines had 
been received into Maeſtricht.-----The 
French aſked leave to paſs through that 

lace, in purſuit of the Auſtrians, who 
had retired to Ruremonde---Maeſtricht 
was not in their direct way; nor was it 
likely the gates of a fortreſs would be 
opened to their army---but it was publiſh- 
ed in the French papers, and generally be- 
lieved, that Maeſtricht was a place much 
di ſaffected to the Stadtholder, and which 
might therefore be eaſily ſecured *. It is 
not eaſy to underſtand why Dumourier, 
inſtead of attacking Cologne, or Luxem- 
bourg, where the remains of the Auſtrian 
forces were collected, and ſucceſs would 
have been deciſive, employed his nu- 


It had been mentioned in the French papers, that 
the Garriſon of Maeſtricht had taken the National 
Cockade. | | ws 


C 2 merous 
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merous 2 in a tnfling incurſion into 
Guelderland, except by ſuppoſing he 
meant to invade the United States on their 
weakeſt frontier, the Province of Utrecht. 
In this attempt, he might have been moſt 
powerfully aſſiſted by an armament enter- 
ing the Meuſe. Perhaps, however, his 
movement had no other view than to fa- 
vour a revolt of the malecontents in Hol- 
land, by ſurrounding the greateſt part of 
the Dutch frontiers with French troops. 
At the end of. the campaign, a great train 
of artillery arrived at Liege, deſtined, as 
was ſaid, for the ſiege of Maeſtricht. It 
is well known, that during the whole win- 
ter, the moſt inflammatory papers have 
been circulated through Holland, parti- 
cularly Condorcet's Addreſſe aux Bataves, 
which was publiſhed in the month of No- 
vember; and that the Dutch refugees in 
France were perpetually repreſenting the 
ſtrength of their party, and the weakneſs 
of the Stadtholder's adherents. 


It may be aſked, why, if this intention 
was really entertained, it was not carried 

into elfelt 2 Partly, perhaps, on account 
of that want of hrs ag which Dumourier's 
army experienced ; but more, I believe, 
from the declarations of the Engliſh Ca- 
binet, and their preparations for war, to- 
gether with the failure of the intended in- 
ſurrection. 


( 45 ) 

furrection. Much likewiſe might be owing 
to the diſpoſition ſhewn by the Dutch, 
who were {o much offended by the open- 
ing of the Scheldt and Meuſe, as to unite, 
pretty generally, in the defence of their 
government. Theſe might be the reaſons 
which induced the Executive Council to 
give up their deſign; and it may be ſuſ- 
pected, that their diſagreement with the 
General was partly owing to this change of 
opinion. 


But whatever weight there may be in 
theſe obſervations, the Dutch will do well 
to remember the conduct of the French 
towards other countries. They know, 
that General Monteſquieu was accuſed by 
the Commiſſioners of the National Con- 
vention for declining to bombard a neu- 
tral and inoffenſive city during a nego- 
ciation. After his ruin, few. French Ge- 
nerals will be ſo ſcrupulous. They know, 
that another French General declared him- 
ſelf, and twenty-four perſons of his ap- 
pointment, the Primary Aſſembly of the Re- 
public of Rauracia, (late the Biſhopric of 
Baſle) and by that means aſſumed the 
entire ſovereignty of that State. They 
will look back to the nature and cauſes 
of the war, in which France is now en- 
gaged. 


This 
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This War has been, very erroneouſly, 


attributed to the Treaty of Pilnitz. That 
Treaty has indeed been made a pretence 


by the French; and has been repreſented, 


by our declaimers here, as a horrid league 


againſt human liberty. To avoid uſing 


any arguments which can be objected to, 
1 thall lay nothing of the pacific declara- 
tions of the late Emperor, the known 
mildneſs of his character, and the appa- 
rent impolicy of the war on his part. But 
it 1s evident, from the defencelefs ſtate of 
the Auſtrian Netherlands, that no attack 
was intended. Would the Emperor, if he 
really had meditated hoſtilities, have left 
his dominions in ſuch a condition, that 


nothing, except the incredible cowardice 
and miſconduct of the French in their firſt 


invaſion, could have ſaved them for a 
week? The war then, on the part of the 
French, was ſtrictly offenſive; and not an 
anticipation of a propoſed invaſion of their 
country. They have themſelves confeſſed 


the fact, and declared its cauſes. Du- 


mourier has boaſted, that he forced the 
King to declare war, in order to find ſome 
opportunity of undermining his authority. 
He probably thought it no breach of the 
famous pacifhc Decree to make a war, not 
for the purpoſe of conqueſt, but of dethroning = 
and murdering bis King. 1 


A more 


[9 


A more unexceptionable proof may be 
found, in a letter from M. De Leſſart to 
M. Necker, from the priſon of Orleans, 
dated July 8, 1792. He complains in it, 
that he has not received the papers neceſ- 
ſary to compoſe his defence; which, 
* (fays he) will be curious, not on my 
account, but by the manifeſtation of 
What has paſſed in foreign courts, by 
the demonſtration that no one wiſhed 
* to make war upon us, by the unan- 
„ ſwerable proof that it is we who have 
Gs ID it, who have begun it, who 
* have ſet Europe againſt us.” This con- 
fidential declaration of an unhappy man 
to his friend, I conſider as of the greateſt 
authority. A man dragged, from that pri- 
ſon, to murder, before he had made his 
defence, and too probably that he might 
not make it. : Ce 


The Emperor, finding his hereditary 
dominions attacked, called upon his ally, 
the King of Pruſſia, for aſſiſtance; and 
this pretended Cruſade of ruffian Deſpots will 
be found to be a mere act of ſeif-deſence. 


But if the Dutch have reaſon to guard 
againſt a French attack, from its proba- 
bility, their caution will be double, if they 
conſider its conſequences. Wherever the 
French armies have entered, it has GENE 
I 
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with proteſtations of amity and fraternity. 
Theſe proteſtations are explained by the 
Decree of the 15th of December, which 
enacts, that 


c6 


under the protection and ſafeguard o 
the French Republic, all property, move- 


c ARTICLE I. 


In thoſe countries, which are or ſhall 


be occupied by the armies of the French 
Republic, the Generals {hall immedi- 
ately proclaim, in the name of the 
French Nation, the abolition of all ex- 
iſting impoſts or contributions; of ty thes, 
of all feudal and manorial rights, fixed. 

or caſual; of all real or perſonal ſer- 

vices ; of the excluſive right of hunting 


or fiſhing; of ſtate labour; of the no- 


bility ; and generally, all privileges. 


. ARTICLE IV. 
„The Generals ſhall forthwith place 


able or immoveable, belonging to the 
Treaſury, to the Prince, to his voluntary 
abcttors, adherents, or attendants, to the 
ccrporaiions and communities, civil and reli- 


* gin. 
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* The French Republic {hall deliver to 
the Government which {hall be eſta- 
bliſhed, an account of the expences N 
| | | 66 e 
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* the former ſhall have incurred in the 
* common defence, and of the ſums 
* which it may have received. The 
% French Republic ſhall make arrange- 
ments for what may remain due.“ 


c ARTICLE XI. 


© The French Nation declares, that it 


* will treat as enemies the people who, re- 

* fuſing and renouncing Liberty and 

* Equality, are defirous of preſervin 

their Prince and privileged caſts, or o 

* entering into an accommodation with 
“ them.” 


This Decree 1s to be interpreted, and 
executed by an undiſciplined army; and the 
252 of this amity and fraternity has 
been fully equal to the theory. The 
Dutch then have great reaſon to be on 
their guard againſt the attempts of ſuch a 
Power; and we owe it both to policy and 
juſtice, to make every preparation neceſ- 
ſary for giving them effectual ſupport. 


But excluſive of all conſideration for 
our allies, and of any intention we may 
ſuſpect the French to entertain of en- 
forcing the Decree of the 15th of Decem- 
ber in this country, that Decree, on an- 
other account, affords a very ſerious 
reaſon for our preparations. It has for 
| 11 cCenturies 
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centuries been a fundamental principle in 
our political ſyſtem, that the poſſeſſion of 
the Low Countries would give France a 
degree of power wholly incompatible with 
the ſecurity of this kingdom ; and by the 
cloſe of this Decree, the French poſitively 
declare their reſolution not to reſtore any of 
their conqueſts. © The Nation promiſes and 
* engages not to lay down its arms until the 
2 de and Liberty of the People, 
upon whole territories the French ar- 
«© mies ſhall have entered, ſhall be eſta- 
bliſhed; and not to conſent to any ar- 
rangement or treaty with the Princes 
and privileged perſons ſo diſpoſſeſſed, 
„ with whom the Republic is at war.“ 
Thus little have the French ſhewn them- 
ſelves diſpoſed to conciliation, and thus 
vain was the hope of obtaining by nego- 
ciation a reſtitution of their conqueſts. 


La) 


* 


C 
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Having examined the ſatisfaction which 
the French have made for their aggreſſions 
againſt this nation and its allies, it is pro- 


per to examine whether ſuch haughty pre- 


tenſions are founded upon a juſt confidence 


in their irreſiſtible force, and inexhauſtible 


reſources. For this purpoſe, we muſt 


make a ſhort compariſon of the means 
which each country poſſeſſes of ſupport- 


ing a war, and conſider its probable con- 
ſequences. | 


However 


1 


However deſirable the continuance of 
Peace may be to England, jt certainly 
never was more capable of making war 
with vigour and effect. Its Navy, which 
a few years ago proved itſelf no unequal 
antagoniſt to the united forces of France, 
Spain, Holland, and America, has been 
not debilitated, but recruited and repaired 
in the interval of peace. It then amount- 
ed to 110 {hips of the line, manned with 
105,000 ſeamen. It now 1s greatly in- 
creaſed in number, and improved in the 
goodneſs of the ſhips: and the immenſe 
extenſion of trade ſhews a proportionable 
increaſe in the number of mariners. The 
Navy then is more than equal to any con- 
ceivable exertion: And the Army may 
eaſily be augmented to whatever number 
the purpoſes of War may require. As 
little reaſon have we to be alarmed on the 
ſubject of finance. The burthens of the 
nation are great; but they have produced 
no ſymptom of declining ſtrength, or en- 
feebled induſtry *. The Revenue has in- 
5 MW Thirty-eight Canal Bills, by which Millions will be 


expended by individuals in a manner the moſt ſervice- 
able to trade, have been preſented to Parliament in the 
reſent Seſſions, 


Number of Britiſh Ships en- Number of Britiſh Ships en- 


tered Inwards in 1783, tered Inwards in 1790, 
7, 9O. " 5 3 12,2974 | | | 
Britiſh Ships cleared Out- Britiſh Ships cleared Out- 
' wards in 1783, wards in 1790, 
7329. | 5M 2,702. 


H 2 creaſed 
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creaſed with the general proſperity. In 
1791, it had gradually riſen in the courſe 
of eight years near four millions ſterling; 
of which, only J. 1,075,000 were owing to 
the impoſition of new I axes, and £.968,000 
to a different mode of collecting the old. 
The remainder, (near two millions), was 
the ſpontaneous produce of more diſfuſive 
wealth, and more animated induſtry in 
the body of the nation. The Revenue of 


laſt year was ſtill more productive, not- 


withſtanding the remiſſion of taxes to the 


amount of above . 200,000 : and though 


a war may produce a defalcation, (perhaps 
a conſiderable one) there is no reaſon to 
doubt, that the return of peace would reſ- 
tore it to a ſtate of progreſſive augmenta- 
tion. Should a war neceſſitate the expe- 
dient of a loan, there is no doubt that 
L. 20,000,000 might be funded, upon the 
ſecurity of the Surplus Revenue, without 
the impoſition of new taxes. Or, ſhould 
the Government with greater ſpirit and 
ſuperior wiſdom, call upon the nation for 
ſuch liberal aſſiſtance as may in a few 
years defray the expences of hoſtility, the 
People are too ſenſible of the bleflings 
they owe to their preſent Conſtitution, to 
repine at any exertions which may be ne- 
cellary to maintain it. | 


* 


Let 


(007 


Let us now conſider the ſituation of our 
enenues, and eſtimate the means by which 
they are to reſiſt the forces of almolt all 
Europe. They have no rational hopes of 
any foreign aſſiſtance, ſince the only Pow- 
ers capable of giving them effectual ſup- 
port are in arms againſt them; and even 
thoſe which with reſpect to open engage- 
ments remain neutral, are unfavourable to 
their cauſe. . 


The French have then only their own 
exertions to depend on, and their own re- 
{ources to look to m every exigence. I 
ſhall ſay nothing of thoſe cauſes of faction 
and revolt, which may from day to day 
overturn their ſhapeleſs Government. I 
will ſuppoſe the People to bear tyranny 
with ſubmiſſion, and famine with pati- 
ence, that People which has ſpurned at 
the controul of all authority, and has 
broken out into the wildeſt exceſſes at 
every apprehenſion of want“. But — the 

orce 


* In ſome Provinces, the harveſt ſuffered greatly for 
want of hands to get it in: in others, the ground remains 
unſown, becaule all the horſes have been preſſed for the 
Artillery. The pric2 of wheat about the 10th of De- 
cember, varied in different Departments from g7 livres 
a ſeptier, (about 8 guineasa quarter) to 26 (f. 2. 5s.) the 
prevailing 77 was about 3z (Z . 3) in the central Pro- 
vinces, and 55 (C. 5. 6s.) in the Southern. The mob, 
by preventing the tranſportation of Corn, have occa- 
ſioned this diſparity, In many places, the price of Bread 
has been fixed by the populace, In Paris, it is fold at 

f 3 ſous, 
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force which the French mean to exert is 
immenſe, and their projects vaſt, (for the 

have ſworn that they will exterminate all 
Kings) it is neceſſary to enquire how this 
force 1s to be ſupphed. They have voted 
an army of 502,000 men, and ſeemed diſ- 
poſed to encreaſe it to about 600,000. It 
is true, that 300,000 recruits are wanted 
for the latter number, and that the ſuffer- 
ings of the late campaign from ſickneſs 
and nakedneſs, afford no very alluring 
proſpect to volunteers. It is however 
probable, that by forced enrollments, the 
deficiency of numbers may be ſupplied, 
but no means have been deviſed of ſup- 
plying the army with cloathing, and other 
neceſſaries “. Theſe difficulties I ſhall 
not attend to, but confine myſelf to the 
conſideration of the means which the 


3 ſous, (13d.) the pound; though, according to the 
price of Corn, it ought to be 53 ſous, (24d.); the Mu- 
nicipality pays the difference, which amounts to above 
7.500 ſterling, per diem. SER 

* It appears by the Debates of February 1oth and 
11th, 1793, in the National Convention, that the army 
raiſed for the laſt Campaign, would have amounted to 

800,000 men, if all the Corps had been complete. It 
now muſters about goo,000. It is impoſſible to aſcer- 
tain how much it was originally deficient, and how 
many have quitted their colours, (theſe indeed are calcu- 
lated at 60,000) ; but after every deduction is made, 
there will be a vaſt remainder, for the loſs by want, 
ſickneſs, and the ſword, 


French 
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French nation poſſe ſs, of defraying the coſt 
ol the war. 


The Revenue of France under its former 
Government, had been ſo much exhauſted 
by the expences of the American War, 
as to fall conſiderably ſhort of the de- 
mands for the Peace Eſtabliſnhment. The 


operations of the Conſtituent Aſſembly 
occaſioned a vaſt diminution in the receipt 


of that Revenue. At the ſame time they 
erected a Government much more coſtly 


than the old *. 


Beſides the direct and viſible expence 
of the new eſtabliſhments, they had the 
more fatal effect of crippling the induſtry 
of the nation, by diverting immenſe 
numbers from uſeful labour. In theſe 


and ſome other meaſures, the leaders of 


the Conſtituent Aſſembly ſeem to have 
aimed at intereſting the vanity of the 
People in their favour, by giving to fo 
many the appearance of civil or 1 


importance. At the ſame time, the dread- 


ful outrages committed againſt the lives 
and property of the ſuperior orders of 


ſociety, drove great numbers of that claſs 


to ſeek refuge in foreign countries. The 


populace ſoon felt the effects of their own 


violence. 
* For the Compariſon of the Expence of the Old and 


New internal Government, ſee page 55. 
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*COM PARISON of the EXPENCE of the Old 
and New Internal Government of FRANCE. 


_- 
32 Intendants of Generali- 
ties, 
who ſuperintended 
400 Subdelegues, 
who employed 
400 Secretaries, 


Expence 1,413,202 livres 
£ -55:406 


12 Parliaments received 
Appeals from 

112 Preſidiaux. 

The Courts of the Seig- 
neurs, and of the Bailia- 
ges. 


No Expence except Fees. 


The Army on a Peace Eſta- 
bliſhment, coſt 


9.606, 2 58 livi es, or 
. 3.900, 260. 


NEW. 
83 Directories of Depart- 
ments, compoſed of 
2998 Adminiſtrators, 
Superintend 
547 Directories of Diſtrifts, 
compoſed of 8145 Ad- 
miniſtrators, who employ 
more than 6000 Clerks, 
and | 
Superintend 
44000 Municipalities, 
Compoſed of 
732,990 Officers. 


Expence 11,947,300 livres, 
7 {i= 4 Beſides loſs 

of time, and an enormous 
expence in Printing and 
Poſtage. ; 

630 Civil and Criminal Tri- 
bunals. 


6600 Juges de Paix. 


Expence 20,000,000 livres, 


(. 832,000 
The Army on a Peace Ef. 
tabliſhment, 


Livres 101,278000 


. 4,228,250 
Beſides the vaſt expence 
and loſs of time occa- 
ſioned by 4,000,000 of 

National Guards. 


YI 


violence. In the winter of 1 789, the ma- 


nufaQtories were almoſt totally at a ſtand : 
To the want of employment was added 
a ſcarcity of corn; and it is computed, 
that 200,000 perſons were deſtroyed b 


famine. In the next year, the diſtreſs 


continued to ſuch a 'degree, that, by the 
accounts laid before the Aſſembly it ap- 
pears, that three millions three hundred 


and twenty-ſeven thouſand perſons were 


reduced to receive alms *. It is not at all 
probable, that in the preſent circumſtances 
of France, the number is diminiſhed, ex- 
cept in as much as War may have con- 
ſumed the victims of miſery. Havin 

deſtroyed the old Revenue, the Nationa 

Aſſembly attempted to create a new one, 
founded on the theories of the faſhionable 
writers, who contend, that all the burdens 


of the State ought to be aſſeſſed on landed 


property. The new Land-Tax was not 


only very heavy, but diſtributed with 


extreme inequality ; and the people were 
ſo ungovernable, that very little of it was 
paid, except where the Municipalities 
made 1t an engine of oppremnon, upon 
thole whom they ſuſpected f. Their 
OW. other 


* The Department of Corſica is not included in this 
ſtatement. | 

+ The Land Tax amounted in many Diſtricts to half, 
in ſome to two-thirds of the rent. In a few it even ex- 
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other reſources proved equally de ficient“. 
By this neceſſity, the Conſtituent Aſſem- 
bly were driven to the reſource of iſſuing 
paper money, which was recommended 
to them by ſome other conſiderations. 
They had appropriated the landed pro- 
perty of the Crown, and of the Church, 
which was of comparatively ſmall value 
in their hands, and was too unwieldy to 
be caſily diſpoſed of. They had ſuppreſſed 
a great number of offices, the poſſeſſors of 
which were entitled to an indemnifica— 
tion. It was therefore an obvious mode 
of ſupply, to reimburſe theſe officers by 
aſſignments, upon the landed property of 
the public. Theſe aſſignments, (or as 
they generally are called pra en were 
equally convenient in diſcharging the 
ordinary expences of the public ſervice. 
For ſome time, this influx of paper money 
contributed to revive the languiſhing 
Commerce and declining Manufactories of 
France. As if the Government had diſco- 
vered ſome inexhauſtible mine of wealth, 
immenſe ſums were continually iſſuing 
from the Treaſury, without being ſupplied 
by taxation, by loans, or any other drain 

1 upon 


ceeded the rent. Throughout the Province of Burgundy, 
it amounted to four-times as much as the old taxes. 

* Sce Table I. 
The arrears of Taxes due the 1{t of January, 1793, 
amounted to 851,190,000 livres, or £.35,466,250 ſterl. 


In the Year 1773, 


the Revenue was 


In the Vear end- 
ing April goth, 
1789 the Reve- 
nue produced 

In 1789, the Old 
Taxes produced 

Plate carried to 
the Mint 

Patriotick Gifts 

Contributionof a 
Fourth of every 
Man's Income = 


In 1790, the Re- 
venue was = 
en = 
In 1792, (includ- 


ing Sales of the 


Church & Emi- 


grants Property 
Month of Janu- 


ary, 1793 
On the 26th of 


January, 1793. 


the ſums receiv- 
ed for the Sale 
of Church “Lands 
and other Na- 
tional Property, 


Livres. 


293-493-389 
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TAB LI 
RECEIPT AND EPE x. 


Livres. 


. Sterling s. d. 


348,279,570 or 14,511,648 150 


470,038,245 or 19,584,968 10 10 


14,256,040 


301,587 


9,72 1,085 


amounted tO 6 - 5 


317,832,101 or 19,242,170 17 


253,091,000 or 10,545,458 6 
303,197,850 or 15,133,488 © 


598,999,452 or 24,598,315 10 


39,690,238 or 1,663,754 19 


682,000,000 or 28,333,333 6 


6 


4 


The Exper 
diture -« 


The Amer 
Annual 


many CE 


The eſtima 
ed Expent 
M. N. 


Expence 
from May 
1ſt, 1789, 
April got 
17995 
9 Months 


1790, TP: 
1791, abou 


1792 - 
Jan. 1793, 


I have 1 
great Sums 
nifications 
fore the 10 


Tt 
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I. 
NDITURE OF FRANCE. 


SURPLUS» 
be” Livres. . Sterling s. d. Livres. /. Sterling 8. d. 
xpen- | 
e 943,063,570 or 14,377,048 15 © 5,216,000 or 217,333 6 8 
\merican War occaſioned an encreaſe of | i 
nual Expence, amounting nowwillnding 188,469,430 or 7,832,892 10 © 
ay CEconomical Reduttons, to — 
DEFICIENCY. 
ſtimat- | 
xpence 531,533,000 or 22,197,208 6 8 61,494,755 or 2,562,281 99 2 
M. Necker however eſtimates it at 56,239,000 or 2,397,458 6 8 
pence 
May 
789, to 
goth, | 
= 728,394,001 or 30, 349750 0 © 410,561,900 or 17,106,745 16 8 
nths of ; 
50, - $549,783,795 or 22,987,658 2 6 296,692,795 or 12,362,199 15 © 
, about 800,000,000 or 33:333,333 6 8 436,802,154 or 18,200,179 5 © 
- 1,537,178,596 or 64.049, 108 3 4 938,179,144 or 39,090,847 13 4 
1793, 177,426,856 or 7,390,952 6 8 137,736,618 or 5,734,025 15 © 
ave not included in the Expenditure the 
Sums iſſued as Reimburſements and Indem 
tions —The amount of them diſcharged be- 
he 10th of December, 1791, was 472,830,262 or 19,701,261 15 © 
Their whole Amount is ſuppoſed to be 1200, ooo, ooo or 50,000,000 © 9 
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upon the circulating capital of the nation. 


As the aſſignats were of no intrinſic value, 


and therefore refuſed in foreign countries, 
the exchange between France and every 


other Commercial State, ſoon became ex- 
tremely unfavourable. This circumſtance, 
however ruinous in other reſpects, ren- 
dered the French Manufactures ver 

cheap in every other country, while all 
foreign commodities became proportiona- 
bly . 999 in France. By this means, the 
increaſed exportation of French Manufac- 
tures, in a great degree, compenſated for 


their diminſhed ſale, within their native 


country. 


The firſt emiſſions of aſſignats, were in 


notes of conſiderable value (2000 livres) 


and did not much enter into the ordinary 
circulation of the country. But a great 
ſcarcity of caſh having happened from the 
flight of ſo many families, and the general 


alarm, {mall notes were iſſued to a valt 
amount by individuals, and the govern- 
ment ſoon followed their example, till gold 
and ſilver entirely diſappeared. 


There ſeems to be in every country, a 
point, beyond which paper circulation 
cannot be carried, without great loſs: this 


appears 1n France to have been 1200,000,000 


livres (450,000,000) for the ſubſequent 
Sh 1 emiſſions 


** * 
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emiſſions of aſſignats have much dimi- 
niſhed their value“. The price of labour 
and of the neceſſaries of life has been but lit- 
tle raiſed, while that of all foreign produce, 
and of thoſe commodities which found a 
ready ſale abroad, has been enormouſly 
enhanced. The aſſignats, like al' other 
paper currency, have ſuffered by forgeries, 
and that, in an extent, proportioned to 
their prodigious amount. he forgeries 
committed in France. are known from the 
number of perſons who have fuffered for 


thoſe crimes, and thoſe in foreign countries 
have been ſtill more numerous. 


While the credit of their paper continued 
firm, the French government has acted 
with irreſiſtible vigour, their treaſures 
have been laviſhed with boundleſs profu- 
ſion, and the reſources of an age applied 
to one campaign. But theſe extraordinary 
and unnatural exertions cannot fail to be 
ſucceeded by a great and laſting debility. 
The exceſſive emiſſion of paper money, 
carries with it the feeds of its own deſtruc- 
tion, for 1t 1s evident, that no one wall 
hoard up a currency which has no intrin- 
fic value; and that no more can be kept 
in circulation, than the extent of that cir- 
culation demands: if more be afterwards 


11lued, 
* Sec Table II. 
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AS the DEPRECIATION of the ASSIGNATS can only 
their DiscounT, compared with that of the Congreſs D 


Law's Bank, in France. 


SCALE OF DEPRE 


December 1777 | 70,000,000 | zoperCt October | 1,169,000,000 | 48 pe 


December 1778 | 100,000,000 | 8operCt Nov. 1 | Circulat. ſtopt 
October 1779 | | 200,000,000 goperCt | 


1780 Emiſſion ſtopt | gg per Ct 


CONTINENTAL DOLLARS. LAW's BANTIc. 
TS || DoLLass. N - 5 Livgss. 
DATE. „ DAxzE. 
| Sum in Circur | Diſcount.| 5 Sum in Circu- | Diſco 
lation. ©2 lation. | 
{July 1775 - | $3,000,000 000 2 Apr. 1717] 400,000,000 
November 6,000,000 5 Septemb. 520, ooo, ooo 
February 1776 10,000,000 October | 640,000,000 
July —- — | 20,000,000 3=|Decemb. | 1,000,000,000 
December | $0,000,000 | 6perCt, BY May 1721 Emiſſion ſtopt 33 pe. 
S 85 


1781 Bankruptcy | 


It ſhould be remembered, that the American 
States poſſeſs unoccupied Lands of immenſe 
value, = 
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ly be gueſſed at from Analogy, I have drawn a ScAlE of 
s DoLLaRs, iſſued in the American War, and the Bills of 


L 
RECIATION. 
NIC „ "ASSIGCGNATS: 
LIVREs. | | 
| D ATE. | 1 
Diſcount, Sum in Circu | Diſcount. 
| lation. 


Apr. 1790| 400,000,000: | per Ct. 3 per Ct. Int. allowed 


| Septemb. | 1200, ooo, ooo [6or7perC. Intereſt taken off. Sale 


of Church Lands. 
Sept. 179101486, ooo, ooo 12 perCt. 
Jan. 1792 1, 393, 700, ooo 20 er Ct. ; 
NS rac | 2 | War with Auſtria and 
33per Ct 1 * 1, 800, ooo, ooo n Pruſſia. 
48 per Ct * base Decemb. 2, goo, ooo, ooo 40 per Ct. Sale of Emigi ants goods 


Mar. 1790302, 800, ooo, ooo | 45 per Ct. 
255 oy War with the Empire, 


June ,300,000,000| 52 per Ct. 
wy 5 Great-Britain, Spain, 


and Holland. 


* 


Sept. 3. 900, ooo, ooo 65 per Ct, 


Dec. 5,000,000,000 80 per Ct, 


If the Emigrants' Lands do not meet with Purchaſers, this 
is a very favourable Eſtimate. 

The Diſcount can ſeldom be aſcertained with preciſion, as 
there has been a preat variation in the relative value of Money 
and of Commodities, as well as in the prices of the ſame 
article in different parts of the Kingdom, I have ſlated it, 1 
believe, very moderately. OM 
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iſſued, a depreciation will take place; ſince 
a greater nominal value will repreſent the 
ſame capital employed in trade. Ihis de- 
preciation will rapidly increaſe, with eve 
addition to the ſum: Then will be opened 
a plenteous ſource of private fraud and 
public miſery: the juſt claims of creditors 
will be diſcharged by an illuſory compen- 
ſation: the price of all commodities will 
be enormouſly augmented, ſince every 
poſſeſſion is better than that of a paper, 
whoſe value is daily diminiſhing ; and the 
government will be ſeverely puniſhed, by 
finding all its reſources vaniſh, amidſt the 
multiplication of its fallacious wealth. 


Theſe evils are foreſeen, and already be- 
gin to be felt in France. The circulating 
coin of that country was eſtimated, before 


the Revolution, at two thouſand four hun- 


dred millions of livres, or one hundred 
millions ſterling: the acknowledged a- 
mount of the aſſignats circulating already, 


much exceeds that ſum; and it will ſurely 


not be contended, that the encreaſing com- 
merce and induſtry of that country, now 


require a greater capital. This increaſe 


ol the number of aſlignats has occaſioned 


a great diminution of their value; and 


month after month the increaſing amount 


will augment the loſs, while the greatneſs 
of the loſs will continue to multiply their 


numbers“. 


3 


— ——— — - . 
a0 wee * 4 gras e * 


* * "IM 4 


1 


r 


— . 


4 ĩð RY 2 
: + 


m4 co 43... <a ct 


— — „ REY a - — 
. "4 4 4. r 4 nie 4 
* . 


6) 


numbers . Thus will the government 
be driven to the extremity of a National 
Bankruptcy. When that great criſis, will 
take place, it is hazardous to predict; 
ſince it is impoſſible to fix the limits of 
human credulity; but many circumſtan- 
ces occur, to ihew that it is now no diſtant 
event. Ihe French ſeem, themſelves, to 
have no hopes of avoiding it, except thoſe 
which ariſe from the confiſcated property 
in the poſſeſſion of the government; this 
property is no doubt of very great value, 
tho its amount has been much exaggerated, 
and it is worth obſerving, that every com- 
mittee or miniſter who has made a report 
on the reſources of France, has always 
found them juſt what was wanted F. But 
an immenſe landed property affords little 
alliſtance to a modern government, unleſs 
it can be converted into money; in the 
preſent ſtate of France, it ſeems impoſſible 
that it ſhould find purchaſers; no confi- 
dence can be placed in the government 
from whom the title mult be derived; __ 
the 


* See Table II. 7 
In this Table, the diſcount will appear to be greatly 
diminiſhed, if the price of money only be attended to, at 
any particular period; if it be combined wich that of com- 
modities, the table will be found leſserroneous. It can, 
however, only pretend to be an approximation for the 
time paſt ; and for the future, a moderate conjecture. 


+ See Table III. 
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TABL 


RESOURCES 


Utimated by M. CAMs, June 19, 1791. By M. MonTEsSQU1 


Livres. FX $ a. Livres. 


Church & | Na 
Crown euern or 102,176,156 11 8 3,500,090,984 or 
Lands, 


Foreſts E: 5 


= — as — - - 


Property formerly attached to the Civil Liſt . = 


2 - = — 


- = — SG - 


Property of the Church, in the Countries —ͤ— 
vered by the French, in Savoy only 


Emigrants' Lands, according to Committee of * 


1, ooo, ooo, ooo or 
Finance, Nov. 1792 


On the Credit of theſe Reſources,” g, oo, ooo, ooo Livres, or . 
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S OF FRANCE. 


$QUIOU, September 9, 1791. By CAMBoN, February 1, 1793. 
4. FE Livres. . 5. d. 
4 or 145,837,124 15 © 3.170, 638,337 or 133,354,930 10 0 


. : - - 8 1, 200, ooo, ooo or $50,000,000 © ©. 
J - -".» S0,000,000 or 14,580,000 88 


o or 41,666,066 © 0 * 4800,000,000 or 200,000,000 © ©Q 


* No allowance is made here for the Debts charged upon that Property, whic 
are very large. | 


r FC. 162, 300, ooo are acknowledged to have been already iſſued in Aſſignats. 
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the appearance of wealth is dangerous to 
its poſſeſſors. The moveable property of 
the Emigrants, which has been fold, has 
produced a price utterly diſproportionate 


to its original coſt. Yet that property 


might be ſent abroad, and much of it was 
probably ſold to foreign purchaſers: but 
it is not probable, that in the preſent ſtate 
of France, foreigners will inveſt the pro- 
duce of their induſtry in a landed eltate 


there, for the reſidence of their families. 


No fales then can be expected, or none 


but ſuch ſales on credit as are merely 


fictitious. 


The amount of paper money will con- 
tinue then daily to accumulate, though 


two meaſures lately taken, ſeem to ſhew 


ſome diſpoſition fraudulently to diſguiſe 
it. The aſſignats have been ordered to be 


no longer marked with numbers ; which, 


while it removes one obſtacle to forgery, 
renders it impoſllible for the public to al- 
certain any multiplication of them, beyond 
the amount acknowledged: and the Cail- 
ſe de VExtraordinarre has been united to 
the National Treaſury, by which means, 
the check of a double account has been 
removed. But ſhould this paltry ſubter- 


fuge be attempted, it can be of little avail; 


3 


every channel of circulation will overflow 


with paper currency, till it is ee 


refuſed, 
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refuſed, in exchange for commodities of 


every kind. 


But the effects of a National Bankruptcy 
in France, will be of a very different, and 
far more dreadful nature, than whatever 


has taken place at ny other time, or coun- 
Y 


try. Whenever public credit has been 
violated hitherto, the conſequence has 
been, the ruin of thoſe families whoſe 
property had been entruſted with the 
Government; and a very general ſtagna- 
tion of commerce occaſioned by ſuch a 
ſhock. But the great maſs of national 


wealth employed in agriculture, or in- 


veſted in trade, remained inviolate ; the 
circulating caſh, which is the medium of 
trafhc, continued to exiſt ; and induſtry 
reſumed its operations, under the protec- 
tion of law *. 


In France, the ruin of the public credi- 
tors will be of itſelf a very great and dread- 
ful calamity, ſince the extent of the Na- 
tional Debt is immenſe . But much more 
fatal conſequences will enſue from the to- 
tal want of caſh, the utter debility of Go- 
vernment, and the complete diſſolution of 


* As in France in 1719; in England, in ſome degree 
upon the failure of the South Sea project, in 1720 ; and 
in America, in 7 = | 

+: Sec Table IV, | 
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TABL] 


NATIONAL DEB: 


Eſtimated by M. px GRANGE, 


Funded Debt 


P et 1 An- | 
Ne t 1,109,029,460 
Life Annuities, 
at 10 Years {4,100,000,000 
Purchaſe 


Debt Exigible 
or Unfunded | 460 1,496,149 


6,711,125,609 or 279,630,233 14 


Intereſt of the National Debt, according to Com: Þ 


mittee of Finance 
The Aſſignats are not included in theſe Accounts. 


On account of the American War, the French 
Government between 4777 and 1789, borrowed 


CoMMITTN © 


2,690, 492,308 


1,018 233,460 


1,878,816,594 


5+587,542,302 or 232 


259,87 1,58 or 1 


Livres. 
1,443,000,000 or 6 
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BT OF FRANCE. 


xs of FINANCE, M. DE MONTESQU10U, September g, 1791. 


1,109,629,460 


1,100,000,000 


2,300,000,000 


r 232,814,262 11 © 4.509,62 9, 460 or 187,901,227 10 © 


r 11,369,357 o © 


#4 EE 


r 60,125,000 © © 


3 
bug) band of ſociety. The precious me- 
tals have already diſappeared, and their 
place is ſupplied by the aſſignats; when 
the value of theſe ſhall be deſtroyed, no 
medium of exchange will remain, and 
trade muſt be totally at an end. The ma- 
nufactories, already in the laſt ſtage of 
decline, will then experience an abſolute 
deſtruction ; fince there will not be any 


means of purchaſing materials, or any ſale 


for commodities when fabricated. Agricul- 
ture, already languiſhing from the waſte of 
1ts moſt uſeful hands in war, from the de- 
ſtruction of cattle, and particularly of 
| horſes, in the various employments of the 
army, and from the infatuated conduct of 
themultitude in refuſing the juſt reward of 
the farmer's labour, will then be in danger 
of total ruin; ſince it will be impoſſible to 
ſell, and perilous even to poſſeſs, the corn 


raiſed by his induſtry *. A licentious 


army 


* Some idea may be formed how much the capital em- 
ployed in Agriculture has ſuffered in France, trom theſe 
circumſtances. The foreſts, belonging to the Nation, 
have been expoſed to every kind of waſte; and thoſe of 
individuals, have not been much better treated, {o that 
France is threatened with a total want of fuel—the high 
roads, not having been repaired ſince the Revolution, are 
almoſt every where, become impaſſible. An incredible 
number of country-gentlemen's houſes, (in ſeveral Pro- 
vinces more than half the whole number) have been pil- 
laged or burnt, and go, ooo eſtates, with houſes on them, 


{beſides the domains of the Crown and the Clergy) are ſe- 


KR queſtered 
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army of ſix hundred thouſand men, un- 
paid, undiſciplined, unofficered and ac- 
cuſtomed to rapine, will be forced to ſeek 
its ſubſiſtence with the ſword. A popu- 
lace, already enured to deeds of blood 
and ſyſtematically trained in principles 
which remove every reſtraint from the vi- 
olence of human paſſions, will be driven to 
deſpair by the extremity of famine. Peſ- 
tilence, its ſure companion, will ſucceed; 
and the frantic and wicked rulers who 
have brought ſuch calamities upon their 
country, will be the firſt victims of gene- 
ral indignation. 


In this ſtate of miſery and horror, when 
famine and peſtilence ſhall ſpread their 
ravages within, and war beliege every 
port, and rage upon every frontier, will 
any hope remain? Yes; there will be 
one; one remedy for ſo many evils. That 
the French will return to their antient 
principles of loyalty and ſubordination. 


queſtered in the hands of the Municipalities, How they 
have been treated, one may judge from the propoſal of M. 
Roland, (of whoſe abilities and integrity Mr. F. thinks ſo 
highly) that the houſes ſhould all be pulled down, and the 
materials, as well as the land, ſold in ſmall lots. The 
value of many millions ſterling has certainly been loſt in 
mere plunder, and wanton miſchief. To conceive how 
much Agriculture muſt have ſuffered from theſe events, 
we muſt recollett, that, in France, the Landlord gene- 
rally ſupplied the farming ſtock. 

| That 


on, 


That they will recall their perſecuted bre- 
thren, and that theſe will return, with 
minds diſpoſed to pardon, and to peace. 
That, under the benignant influence of a 
mild and peaceful government, the wounds 
of the nation will gradually heal, till the 
time ſhall come, when the miſeries, of the = 
French Revolutiou, ſhall only be remem- iq 
bered as a great example to mankind, and 


its crimes, as the phantoms of an hideous 
dream, A 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Th E progreſs of events has been ſo 

much more rapid than that of the preſs, _ 
that ſince the beginning of the foregoing 
pages has been printed, freſh circum- 
ſtances have engaged the public attention. 


Mr. Fox has publiſhed a juſtification of 
his political conduct, in the preſent junc- 
ture, addreſſed to his Conſtituents. As 
this juſtification contains nearly the ſame 
arguments as the printed ſpeech, though 
_ conveyed in milder language, the preced- 
ing examination of thoſe arguments wall 
be almoſt equally applicable on the pre- 
lent occaſion, 


Some parts of it, however, may require 
ſome additional obſervations. Mr. Fox 
laments, that his Conſtituents, in general, 

To 85 e 
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1 
are ſaid to diſapprove of his late conduct; 
and this he attributes wholly to miſrepre- 
ſentation . That his Conſtituents, who 
all witneſſed, and many of whom ſhared, 


the general alarm of the Capital, before 
the meeting of Parliament, ſhould think 


the moſt vigorous meaſures neceſſary, on 


the part of Government, to avert the 
threatened danger, is no way ſurprizing. 


Nor 1s it more ſurprizing, that they ſhould 


diſapprove the conduct of their Repreſen- 
tative, when they ſaw the whole force of 


his vaſt abilities exerted to vilify thoſe 


meaſures, and to counteract that Govern- 
ment. Timid, equivocal conduct is eaſily 
miſrepreſented. Mr. Fox's was by no 
means equivocal. It ſpoke for itſelf, it 
required no interpreter, 


He firſt ſtates the reaſons which induced 
him, on the firſt night of the ſeſſions, to move 
an amendment on the Addreſs*; imply- 
ing the ſtrongeſt cenſure of the Executive 
Government. Thoſe reaſons may be re- 


duced to this, that the cauſe why the Mi- 
litia was called out was not clearly diſ- 


cloſed, or not ſufficiently proved. The 
cauſe, ſtated in the Proclamation, was 


« acts of violence and inſurrection.“ Mr, 


* See Mr. Fox's Speech, p. 2. 
* See Mr. Fox's Speech, p. 4, &e. 


Mr. F. 


— 23 * 


C345): 

F. admits inſurrections to have happened, 
but contends, that they ought to have 
been regularly proved. On this it is ſuf. 
ficient to obſerve, that of facts of public 
notoriety, the Houſe of Commons does 
not uſually require any other proof, than 
a communication by a meſſage or ſpeech 
from the King. But as a general belief 
had prevailed, of deſigns formed againſt 
the Government; and as ſeveral Members 
had mentioned thoſe deſigns, as a principal 
reaſon for approving the conduct of Miniſ- 
ters, Mr. F. contends, that they ought to 
have laid before the Houſe, or a Secret 
Committee, any information which they 
might have obtained upon that ſubject. 
That a diſcloſure of convincing facts 
would have afforded the fulleſt juſtifica- 

tion of the conduct of Miniſtry, there can 
be no doubt; but ſuch a diſcloſure might, 
in a variety of ſuppoſeable caſes, have 
been attended with infinite hazard, and 
miſchief to the public. The ſources of 
ſecret intelligence might have been diſ- 
covered and ſtopt; the Emiſſaries em- 
ployed by Government have been ſacri- 
ficed; the deſigns formed for counter- 
acting the plots of the enemy fruſtrated; 
and the Government might have been 
obliged to puniſh thoſe, whom they yet 
hoped to reclaim. Therefore, there never 
was an occaſion, in which it was more ne- 
cellary 
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ceſſary to place a full confidence in Minif- 

ters; truſting, that for their own vindica- 

tion, _— would diſcloſe all which it was 
0 


proper for the Nation at large to know. 
With regard to a ſecret Committee, it may 
be added, that if it had been wholly com- 
poſed of the Miniſter's friends, Mr. Fox 
might not have been much ſatisfied with 
their report; and there might be circum- 
ſtances of ſuch a nature, that the Miniſter 


would not chuſe to reveal them to his op- 
ponents. 3 


Mr. Fox afterwards repeats his argu- 
ments for a negociation with France. He 
oblerves that if he had been more ſup- 
ported, he is perſuaded our chance of 
5 eee the bleſſings of peace would 
be better than it appears to be at pre- 
* ſent*®.” This chance could only ariſe 
from an opinion that the French were ſin- 
cerely deſirous of preſerving peace with 
our Government, an opinion which I have 
before endeavoured to prove to be ground- 
leſs. I ſhall only add that I believe, in the 
month of January, the then Executive 
Council (M. Roland particularly) wiſhed 
for peace; but that the majority of the 
Convention, and the real rulers of the 
nation were of very different ſentiments. 


* See Mr, Fox's Speech, p. 17. 


As 
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As to Mr. Fox's motion for fending an 
Ambaſlador to France, I ſhall only obſerve 
(in addition to what I have ſaid before) 
that though the ſending an ambaſlador to 
any eſtabliſhed government, may not im- 
ply any approbation of the proceedings of 
that government“, yet to ſend an am- 
baſſador to one, of two contending par- 
ties in a ſtate, undoubtedly gives ſome 
ſanction to the conduct of that party. It 
at leaſt implies the recognition of its au- 
thority, as the legal government of the 
country. The men, who by means ſo 
diſgraceful to mankind, have, in France. 
deſtroyed or intimidated their opponents, 
can only be conſidered as a party, till time 
ſhall have confirmed, and the nation ac- 
quieſced in, their uſurpation. To ac- 
knowledge the authority of the Republic 
now, would be to Rong the queſtion 
between thoſe men and their antagoniſts. 
It would be, to interfere in the internal 
government of France; and ſurely, if we 
are to interfere, let juſtice and humanity 
point out which fide we ought to favour. 
It may eaſily be concerved, what ſpirits it 
would have 2 to the Friends of the 
Republic, to find its authority confirmed 
by the only power in Europe they either 
elteem or dread. cage 


* See Mr. Fox's Speech, p. 33. 
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wat ae prove, that i Have fe. 
thi TR ive Council, by con- 
San 1 act on the CO i Tre . 
alter the joth of Auguſt. 5 


det) Mig (HER BE Conſidered as dini. 
ing, only in cafe of the reſtoration, of the 


Royal authority: but it was acted 5 


by both nations, from motives of mutual 


„ EEE 


. Without inquiring into its 


Ki is ; innpoſfible, here, not to take n notice 
the very unconſtitutional 5 Ut 

which Mr. F. expreſſes himſelf on this f 
jet. He ſpeaks of © the Houſe 9 — 
4 who were not a party to the recal/ of 

* Lord Gower, a wid 58 it his advice 

. were followe d loſe no ti 
er replacing Hime, 2 oX if the Houſe o Can: 
mons 2 as a ri. git to recall and replace Mi- 
üiſters, and ts part in negotiations with 
breign powers. Theſe verbal inac 
cies arè not unimportanit i in a man o . 


Fs N 


F. deſcarits' u Bede the difficulty of 
E ate a Counter-Revolution in France, 


iti a very ſounding paragraph +, of which, 
when 15 N p eng ed, it will be 


* See Mr. Fox's 5 eech, p. 8. 
2 uo; - 7 . 5 
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found to be this, that though it be very 
poſſible, and even probable, that ſuch an 
event may take place, from internal agitation 

and diſcord, yet that the means of effectin 
it by conqueſt, can be no other than co uſp 
which will be very difficult. —In this I 
fully agree. | . 


I ſhall conclude theſe few remarks, by 
obſerving, that Mr. Fox's Conſtituents wall 
B judge of his conduct, neither by 

is own profeſſions, nor by the repreſenta- 
tions of his miniſterial adverſaries, but by 
its plain and obvious tendency 1n the pre- 
ſent ſituation of affairs. | 


But, ſince the publication of Mr. Fox's 
letter, a great part of that, as well as of the 
ſubjects diſcuſſed in the foregoing pages, 
is become of ſecondary importance. 


Me are now engaged in War, and the 
queſtion is no longer whether it can, and 
ought to be avoided, but, how it can be 
proſecuted with the greateſt vigour and 
effect. A war, in which our moſt impor- 
tant intereſts are concerned, and which 
muſt end in complete victory, or total 
deſtruction. For it is unqueſtionably true, 
that if the French arms prevail againſt the 
powers combined againſt them, the ſub- 
verſion of thoſe Governments will yy — 

„5 owed 
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lowed by that of our own. A ſeparate 
Peace would be no ſecurity againſt a power 
which diſclaims the authority of treaties. 
And all thoſe evils which have deſolated 
France, will, every where elſe, inevitably- 
follow the French domination. Every 
country which the French armies pene- 
trate, will be annexed to their Republick, 
and ſhare in all the conſequences of its 
unprincipled Anarchy. The overthrow t 
of all law and juſtice, the deſtruction of 
property, and the perſecution of religion, 
will every where mark their progreſs, 


But though the danger be extreme, in caſe 
. of defeat, we have every rational ground 
to hope for ſucceſs. We muſt look, in- 
deed, not only for ſyſtematic and regular 
methods of attack, but for every deſperate 
and irrational attempt, every mode of 
deſultory and unpremeditated hoſtility, 
which imagination can contrive, and mad- 
neſs execute. And to the violence of 
open force, will be added every artifice 
a treachery and deceit in our enemies 
abroad, — every combination of perfidy- 
and treaſon in our domeſtic foes. Bet ws 


have force ſufficient to enſure every pro- 
bability of ſucceſs, if union and vigilance 
are not wanting to render it effective. 
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The danger will probably be ſhart ; far 


I have ſhewn how ſoon the reſources of 


our enemies mult be exhauſted ; and that, 


after that period, their armięs wall be terxi- 
ble only to themſelves. 5 


Ihey hope, in the mean time, tg re: 
cruit thoſe reſources, by the conqueſt af 
the United States. In this attempt the 
French cannot ſucceed, if the Dutch are 
hearty, in their own. defence. It can 
ares be doubted that they will be 
To, when we conſider that a en Con: 

queſt would be attended with conſe- 
_ quences, in Holland, ſtill more dreadful 
han in any other country. The Dutch, 
Republic flouriſhes entirely by its trade, 
fupported by immenſe capitals "Thoſe 
capitals wauld be removed to, the. mare 


tranguui Governments of England and 


5 merica, and the commerce and induſtry, 


of Holland would diſappear for ever. Ehe 


turbulent and neceſſitous populace. which 
would be left, would have neither wealth 
nor induſtry to repair. the dykes, which 
preſerye. their country from the. ſea. The 
country, half flooded to oppole. the inva- 
ders progreſs, would ſoon be expoſed, to 
the waves; and the French, having com: 
pleted the, plunder of the. cities, would 
cave this dreary extent of peſtilential 
SY | marſhes, 


.. 8", 
* 


cannot poſſibly ſucceed, except: by - the 


„ 
marſhes, to be gradually ſwallowed up in 


the ocean. 


But we have every reaſon to hope that 
the United States will be preſerved from 
ſo terrible a fate, by their own exertions, 
and our aſſiſtanee. The French may ex- 


ult in the ſurrender of Breda, but unleſs 


the fortreſſes of Boifleduc and Bergen- op- 
200m be reduced, the pr 
army will 1 to render its retreat 
impoſſible. ppoſing Gertruydenberg 
and Gorcum to be abandoned, and no op- 
ofition to be made to their march, thro” 
an im rable country, cut with ſo many 
rivers and canals, till they come in ſight 
of Amſterdam, their attempt would yet be 


fruitleſs. The great inundation, extend- 
ing from Naerden to Leyden, would ſtop 


their advance. The garriſons of Bergen- 
0p-zoam and Boifleduc, with innumera- 
ble. detachments from Zealand, would 1n- 
tercept their convoys, and could not be 
repelled, except by a ſuperior marine 
force acting on the rivers. In this ſitua- 
tion, Dumourier's army muff retreat with 
ciſgrace, or be conſumed by famine: and 
t to reduce Maeſtricht 


oſſaſt miſconduct in the Pruſſian and 
Mlſbrian- commanders at Guelde rs and Ca- 
VVV 


eſs of their 
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logne, and it will be difficult for Miranda's 
army even to eſcape. 7 Þ 


_ .. Having attended to the only circum- 
ſtances of the war, from which ſerious 
danger ſeems to be apprehended, I ſhall 
pay no regard to threats. ſo chimerical, as 
thoſe of the invaſion of England, and the 
conqueſt of Peru. If however the French 
nation was (as ſome have repreſented it 
converted into a numberleſs hord of de- 
Prue banditti, there would undoubtedly 
e equal reaſon to abhor and fear it. But, 
when I conſider, that if the crimes com- 
mitted in France, have been atrocious and 
unexampled, ſo the virtues diſplayed there 
have been eminent and illuſtrious; I ſee 
great reaſon to hope for the returning reign 
bol reaſon, and of virtue. The chearful 
reſignation with which ſo many of the 
French have ſacrificed their ſubſiſtence, 
for the ſake of their conſcience, the inflex- 
ible integrity, and inviolable fidelity, of 
ſo many others ought to atone, in the eyes 
of Europe, for. the guilt of their country- 
men. To have afforded ſhelter and relief 
to ſuch men, will ever be the glory of 
Great Britain. And warmly do I hope, 


that the public liberality will not ceaſe, 


when its continuance is moſt required. 
For never have the annals of mankind af- 
forded an example of ſuch a weight of 
ruin, thrown upon thoſe who were * 

able, 


- 
MEL x 


(WS 
able to ſupport it. The ſufferers, by the 
French Revolution, have no gainful arts 


by which they can repair their loſſes, and 


nothing of the rugged firmneſs of habitual 
poverty. They had been accuſtomed to 
tapore, and to reſpe&, unuſed to the fear 
of want, and ſtrangers even to the 1dea of 
the humiliating neceſſity of public ſolici- 
tation. But unmerited ſufferings cannot 
be diſgraceful, and theirintrepid conſtancy 
will inveſt the French Prelates K Nobles 
with a dignity which palaces and titles 
never could beſtow. _ 


Even of thoſe who have been active in 
their country's ruin, many were miſled b 
the generous idea of promoting the cauſe 


of liberty; others, though leſs excuſeable, 


may yet have been more weak than wick- 
ed, and no man ought haſtily to condemn 


o 


them, whoſe firmneſs has not been expoſed 


to equal trials. 


On theſe accounts let us hope, that after 
the preſent unhappy predomination of 
anarchy and irreligion ſhall have ceaſed, 


a ſincere and laſting amity will take place 


between the two nations, that we ſhall eſ- 
teem France as the country which has 
produced a Bouille, a Beaumont, and a 
Louis the Sixteenth, and that the French 


will only remember England, as the hoſ- 


pitable aſylum of perſecuted virtue. 


FINIS. 
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